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First Fublic | ecture for 2010

Manning Clark Theatre 6
7:50pm ﬁ—ucsdag Z}rd Fcbruarg

Matthew 5Priggs

Corpscs and Conc—-Shc“ Anklcts:
WraP-uP of the 2009 T eouma LaPita Ccmctcrg [ xcavations, Vanuatu.

Froxc. Spriggs gives a wrap-up both of the progress of the excavations and of the many analgscs that
are ongoing and 3ie]cling more surPrising Finclings about Vanuatu's first inhabitants of 3000 years ago. More
skeletons were excavated in 2009, inclucling two ~ a woman and an older child - who had conus shell ring
ornaments around their ankles. | his is the first time that LaPi’ca ornaments have ever been found in Place on
a boclg, slﬁowing how theﬁ were worn in death - and Presumablg inlife.

Froxc. Matthew Spriggs was aPPointed to a Froﬁessorship in the School of Arclﬂaeologg and
Anthropology in 1997. Since 2004 he has co-directed excavations with Dr Stuart Pedford of the
College of Asia and the Facific (CAF), AN at the T eouma site, just outside of [ort Vila, the capital of
Vanuatu. | his is the oldest cemetery yet found in the Pacific [slands and contains the earliest burials of the
LaPita culture, the Founcling human settlers of the Pacific |slands beyond the main So]omons chain,
inc]ucling Folgnesia. Prof. SPriggs is interested in Pacific and |sland S Asian arcl—laeolog}jj l—listorg of
archaeologg and the Cornish language.
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Fo“owing are the dates for CAS/ CAR PuHic lectures
Third chncsclag every month
March 17 APril 21 Mag i9
June 16 Julg 21 August 18
5cPtcm!:>cr 22 Octobcr 20 November i 7

Please note these dates in your c]iary

2010 MEMBERSHIFPS ARE NOW DUE
HCLP us kccp the Socictg viable

AAAANAAANNANAANNANNAANAANANAAN

UP Coming E_vents, Confercnccs & Tours

THE ANU (CANBERRA) FRIENDS OF
THE AUSTRALIAN ARCHAEOLOGICALINSTITUTE
AT ATHENS

FFO]CCSSOT Jacc]ues FC rrea Ult

FroFessor of Greck Archacology at the Umversxtg of Montreal Canada
THURSDAY 25 FEBRUARY, 8.00FM, AL GEANROOM, HELLENIC CLUB

Fotterg Productlon increased great]g clurmg the archaic Perlod in the Greek world and we know of many
different stgfes and Production centres. (/lmcortunatclg, very few Potterg workshops of this Periocl have
been found. T his lecture will present the results of the excavation of one of these where, apart from the

imPressive quantitg of vases uncovered, all structures necessary to the Production of Potterg have been

Founc{.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

The Australian National Univcrsitg Public | ecture Series is part of their commitment to community
outreach. Public lectures make ANU accessible and available to the local ACT and regiona] community
bg hosting some of the world’s top academics, scholars, Pub!ic Figures, artists and theorists.

A full list of Public lectures httyp://bi”board.anu.edu.au/events.as'p

orlook for the ANU I vents Calendar in ] he Canberra ] imes on Saturdags.

]F\tjou miss a Pub!ic lecture then all is not lost- download the lecture and watch and/or listen to it at home.

http://www.anu.eclu.au/discoveranu/content/poc{casts/

]Fﬁou would like to be notified of uPcoming ANU FPublic | ectures sign up using the online form at
htt’ps://a’polloanu.eclu.au/clepault.asP?Picl=§ 57% for weekly email uPclates.

Www.cas.ash.au
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Australian Association for the Advancement of Pacific Studies (/\AAFS) 3rd Conference
‘Oeceanic Transformations’at the Victoria Univcrsitg Con{:crcncc Centre, Melbourne, 8 — 11 APril 2010
(ontacts: helen.gardner@deakin.edu or jonathan.ritchie@deakin.edu.au .

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAANAANAAAAAA

Falmcrviﬂc Hcritagc Signagc | aunch

L/bne/ Moore, Mar//ﬂn I o/gcr and C/wé)[ Minister and Minister for
Arts ana’chfagc,
M/‘Jon 5t3n/70/06 at the /aunc/7 O)[t/‘)@

5 /D almerville /hter/oretat/bn 511 .

/szotoACT/_/Jcr/fagc (it

On 20 Januar3 2010 five signs in the (Canberra | racks series were launched at Palmerville Tﬂcritage Park
located in Owen Dixon Drive, bounded }93 William Slim Drive in Gira!ang and the CSIRO E_xperiment
Station on the Parton [Tighway.

The Monaro [Tolk Societg Bush Dancers set the scene.

| ionel Moore, the last resident of (Ginnindera as Palmerville was known in his time, sPokc about
some of his cxPcricnces from 1 957 to 1959 before he was evicted ]:)3 the CS]RO chcral descendants
of John Crinigan, one of the convicts assigncd to Palmerville, as well as descendants of the (race and
CamPBc” families and Canberra Archaeologica] Societ9 (CAS) members and friends were also in the
crowd.

A short tour of the site concluded a very P]easant morning,. Forthose who could not be present, itis
an ecasy walk around the site with its explanatorg signs and in autumn the old oaks and other exotics will be
beautiful.

CAS has been involved with this signiFicant earlg (anberra site over many years, initia”g as the
Belconnen suburbs were being deve]oped in 1982 and more recent19 in Puslﬁing for signage and further
interprctation of the site. While we were unsuccessful in our 2009 heritage grant aPPIication we are haPPﬂ
to see that the grassy mounds covering, the ruins of the former bui!clings are now identified for the Public and
some of the stories of the People and P]ace are outlined on the signs. Ferhaps this can be seen as stage one
of afuture Project for CAS
History

WWWw.cas.asn.au
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T!—le Palmerville settlement was established in about 1826 }35 George Thomas Palmer Senior. [is
father | jeutenant Jol'm Falmer had arrived on the [First [Tleet sl-n'P Sirius. Falmer Probal}lg learned about
this fertile land on the Ginninderra Creek from his uncle Robert Campbe]]. james Alinslie had brougl—lt
Campbe“’s sheep from Pathurst and clePasturecl them somewhere in this area before being shown the
Fialligo (later Duntroon) site by an Aboriginal woman. Duntroon was established in 1825

Falmer\/i“e was managed in the ear]g days 139 an overseer, Duncan Mc]:ar[ane. }:rom 1837 to about 1 845

Charles Campbell and his wife Catherine (Palmer) lived there, followed by (George Thomas Palmer Junior
and his wife Selina; then from 1850 William Davis and his wife, Susan Adriana Palmer.

William Davis was a Popular ‘Squire of Gininderra’. [e suPPortecl the local communitﬂ, including a
famous cricket team that included Aborigina] Peop!e Jimmg and Jol—mng Taglor and Bobbg [Hamilton.
Balls were held in the sl—lcaring shed and fireworks were staged in 1863 to celebrate the marriage of Prince
[F dward.

In 1860 William Davis built a new home on newlg acquirecl land at ‘Goongarlinc’ (later Gungah]in) Tragedg

forced William Davis to leave the District in i 877 after his favourite nephcw, [~ rnest FPalmer, was killed in a

horscjumping accident at the Queanbegan Show‘ Davis sold both his (Ginninderra Propcr‘ties to |~ dward
K endall Crace.
[Hard as it is to imagine to~c|a9, Giinninderra Creek was the site of a érowning tragedﬂ in 1892 when
E_K Crace and his groom, George Kemp, attempted to cross the flooded creck. both drowned and Kate
Marion Crace (nee Mort) was left to manage the Properties which bg then included (Charnwood. With the
establishment of the CaPital all the ProPcrtics were resumed in 1916. ] he CS]RO now occupics the
Gungahlin homestead.
The bui]dings of Palmerville/(Ginninderra were demolished in the 1950s.
Archacologg
In 198% John (Goldsmith Prepared a conservation Plan for the Palmenville area which later was to
become the Giralang District Park. [n 1986 Jonathon Winston-(Gregson conducted a further investigation
on the non-(CSIRO part of the site. [ Je made several suggestions regarding the conservation of the site
which unfortunately were not carried out. During the AC T [Heritage [Testival at the Albert [Hallin 1985
detailed Photos of the excavation were disPlaged. Where are these PI"IOtOS now?
The old Ginninderra Cot’cage is Probab]y now on CS]RO land and clespite rePeated P]oughing,
an arc]ﬁaeo]ogical investigation of this area could add signhcicant]g to the Palmerville story.
The area subsequentlg became the Palmenville Heritage Park and
in 1990 the arclﬂaeo]ogica] excavations were covered and the
mounds planted with grass.
[~ xcavation had revealed a 1820s ‘convict’ stone barn, measuring
65 feet (19.8 metres) x 22 feet 6 inches (6.8 metres) with three

internal Partitions.

WWWw.cas.asn.au
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]n 1828 there were some 14 convicts at Fa]mervi”e. The 1841 census showed about 68 PeoPlc ~47 males
and 21 females; 15 were convicts and § ticket-of-leave holders.

Several other builclings were also identified including stables and a house site consisting of 4 bui]c{ings
sPreacl out over some 900 square metres.

A woolshed, cricket Pitch, an office/store and other structures are known from the historical record.

Oral histories and interviews with former resident, [Treena r"lumphries (a Crace descendant), Jane
Southwell (nee Moore) and Beula MCAPPion (nee Curran) added to the arcl—laeologica] evidence,
together with Lga” Gi”espie’s knowledge of Ginninderra lﬂistorﬂ. [However further interpretation of the site
is needed.

Falmerville also has some very old exotic vegetation. Three large oak trees tl'louglﬂt to date from
1 848 have survived together with elms and Poplars. A hawthorn avenue has been re-established near the
reconstructed wooden briclge and a bag tree, Planted in the ear]g 1900s, is thriving.

An investigation in 2004 of a Proposecl flood retardation basin on (Ginninderra (reek identified
parts of Palmerville that would occasiona”g be affected bg inundation. Nothing has eventuated to date from
these Proposals, but any action should be monitored.

Thereisanecedto c!arhcg the ‘vi”age’ bui]clings, their purpose, siting and cl—xanges over the 1%0 years
of settlement at Palmerville. T his would be an ideal historic arcl‘laeologg Prcﬂect for students, Par’cicularly as
we aPProach the centenary of Canberra the CaPita] city in 2013

Marilgn Folgcr

AAANAANANANANNANANANANANANANAANANAN

Obituary
Jcan E_]izabcth Cooke (born Adclaidc 25 March 1915 died Canberra 25 January 2010)

We extend our sgmpathg to our Fresident Helen Coo‘(e in the Passing of her mother Jean Elizabeth
(Cooke.
embers may remember that | went back to elaide in 1995 to look arter my aging parents.
Memb y ber that | back to Adelaid look after my aging p |
returned in 2005 when my mum Jean had gone into a hostel and she very brave]y moved to a hostel in
T atthe age of 92. \We had a lot of fun and she quickly came to love our beautiful city. Mum
ACT at the age of 92.We had 2 lot of fun and she quickly | beautiful city. M
loved coming to hcritage events with me. She esPecia”9 enjoyecl meeting you ‘young People’ at
B!uncle”’s open clag and several events at Crinigan’s riut We even got her to the deanbegan

Museum and she esPeciaug enjoged the afternoon teas. Jean was nearlﬂ 95 and quite read3 to move

on. 5}16 Passed away very Peace?u”g with two of my ogspring and ] 133 her side. Tlﬂanks to all for
your condolences and especiaﬂg those who l’xelpcd shoulder the things I let 5IiP.

Www.cas.ash.au
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What Happcncd to the Austra!ian Mcgafauna?

Artist's reconstruction of the half-tonne [alorchestes azael an extinct Australian

giant marsuPiaI which was similar to a grouncl sloth.

(Credit: Cour‘tesg of Feter 5chouten)

The debate which wi“just not go away: Was it climate cl-lange or human
hunting that caused the demise of Australia’s mega]cauna? | can remember, an
eon ago ,as a wide~eged and naive Firs’c~3ear unclergraduate cle]ving into this
subject with great interest. T he debates were c]carlg in two schools of
thouglﬁt (or contention): it was climate change which caused irredeemable
changes in the habitats of the Iarge animals causing their eventual extinction; it
was the arrival of humans during the | ate Pleistocene and their hunting of the
animals as a food source which caused these beasts to die out. | he PoPular
articles and the academic papers which were written suPPorting one view or the
other were lucid and strong in their tone but l‘n’ghlg refutable. Neither l‘xgpothcsis has Prevai!ec‘ to a Point of
overall acceptance. Jtis now interesting to see that research is still being done and that the debate is still

going as strong as ever.

A new scientific paper co-authored bg (/lnivcrsitg of Adelaide researcher reports strong evidence that
humans, not climate cl‘\ange, caused the demise of Austra]ia‘s megaFauna - giant marsupia!s, huge reptiles
and ﬂigl‘xt]ess birds — at least 40,000 years ago. The Fo“owing report on the paper is taken from
5C/bnceDa/'[g Uan. 22,2010)

Jna paper Ioub//s/wa’ in the journa/ Science, two Australian scientists claim that /m/orovec/ c/at/ng

methods show that humans and me‘gafauna on/ﬂ co-existed for a rc/at/vc/y short time after Pco/o/c
inhabited Australia, ac/c//ng We{g/n!' to the argument that /7uni'fng led to the extinction of /acgc-éoc//cc/

5/060}35.

Accord/ng to F rofessor Kichard Pert’ Koberts from the Un/vers/ty of Wo//ongong and /’> rofessor
Barrﬂ Brooé from the [//n/vcrsfiy of Adelaide, new methods to a//rcct{g date bones and teeth of
extinct sloccies show that mcga[auna fossils and Aéor/g/ha/ tools do not all date from the same
/:ver/oc/.

[ Jebate about the /0055117/6 cause of these late [leistocene extinctions has continued for more than
150 years, with scientists divided over whether clmate c/;angc or the arrival of humans has been
rcsponsl'[?/c for their demise,” F rofessor Prook says.

1 Australia was colonised dur/nga time when the climate was rc/af/'vc/ﬂ écn{gn, 5upporﬁng the view
that /ocolo/@, not climate Cﬁangc, caused the extinctions here,” he says.

Www.cas.asn.au
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PBut one site in western NLSWW — (_uddie 5Pr/n55 — stood out as an anoma[g‘ [ossils of super-
sized Lan‘garoos, grant birds and the rhino-sized D/)c)f‘otoa/on (the /a/gcst marsup/a/ ever to roam
Australia) were found in the same sec//menta/y /aycrs as stone tools, /cao//ng some scientists to
Prev/ous{g claim ”uncgu/voca/ evidence” of a /ong over/ap of humans and mc:gafauna.

[FJowever, Frofessor Koberts — the lead author of the Science paper 1And [ hen [ here VWere
/\/one?” —says direct da l'/ng of fossils shows that the artefacts and mcga[auna fossils at the C uddie

5pr/ng5 site were mixed i'o(gei'/;cr over many thousands of . years, /ong after the grant animals had
died.

i iven that Pcop/c arrived in Australia between 60,000 and 45,000 years ago, human /mpact was
the //'Le/y extinction driver, either t/;rou‘gﬁ /7unt/h‘g or habitat disturbance,” he says.

Frofessor Prook says Prevfous claims for sites containing younger megai%una —such as in

Kangaroo Jsland, eastern \/ictoria and the /7{g/7/anc/5 of - apua New Guinea — should also be
considered suspect in the //g/ﬂ' of these revised, older dates for the (_uddie §Pr/h55 fossils.

| am sure that there are some (CAS members who will have an oPinion on this new research. [Jow about
sending in your comments to O/a//\/ews and we will Pub]ish them - let’s kcep the debate alive (unlike the

mega]cauna).

Peter Dowling

AAAAAAAAAAAA

A Cau for Contributors

| et’s make Old News more interesting and informative. While we have a very
keen team researclﬂing) cditing and Producing this newsletter we would like it to
have a broader Perspective. We would like to have more articles 135 arange of
authors which would contribute to the archacologg, l—n'story and hcritage of the
ACT and region and articles which would contribute to a genera! debate on

themes and Practiccs in arcl’iaeologg. Do you have somctl'ling to say or would

you like to contribute an article? ])C 50, then we would like to hear from you. Articles up to 600

words with one or two images. Flease send them in to us with the text in MS Worcl format and
images (with caPtions and credits) in scparate jpg format.
(Contact us at: dipetaia@bigpond.com

WWWw.cas.asn.au
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Bookworms

]:antastic Dreaming: The Arci'iaeoiogg of an Aboriginai Mission bg Jane Lgc]on
AltaMira, (2009).

From their earliest encounters, white settlers evaluated Australian Aboriginai
People on the basis of their material culture. T his book shows how colonial

Practices of contro”ing and transtorming ]nciigenous PeoPie centred upon material

goods and PracticesJ and esPecialiﬂ their domestic environment. |n this view objects

are equated with icientitg, an essentia]izing aPProach that still Persists within
archaeologicai ana]gsis. Through the examPie of Ebenezer Mission in south-
eastern Australia, this stucig exPiores the comPlex role of material culture and

spatial politics in shaping colonial identities.
p P ping

“Lgcion’s [Tantastic Dreaming represents an imPortant contribution to our understanding of the
comPiexities of cross-cultural exchange in Australian historg. Focused on the mission site of [~ benezerin
\/ictoria, Lgcion skilltullg weaves a story of transformation and Persistence thatis grouncieci ina deep
engagement with the P!ace, its Peop]e, and material culture recovered ttirough survey and excavation.
Signii:icantlﬂj Lﬂdon's story acknowiedges the importarice of [ benezer to those whose lives it has touched
inso many ways, and it Provicies an exemP]ar of how researchers and inciigenous People can togeti'ier create

comPe”ing historg.“-Timothg Murrag, | a Trobe Uriiversitg

Arc]"iacological Dialogucs , 16, Cambridge Universitg Frcss, (2009)
tittp//iournals.cambridge.org/action/disp]aq]ssue?iid=ARD&vo|ume]d= | 6&issuc]
ML (=026 scries|d=0

T his series of edited chapters addresses the theme s arci'iaeoiogg useful? it's a
question many arci'iaeologists wonder about ciuring momentarg iaPses of reason. For
a third time, Arc/;aeo/og/ba/pla/ogues has orgarxizeci aface-to-face &iaiogue at an
international conference around a current and Provocative question. At the annual
meeting for the Societ9 of American Arctiaeoiogists in Atlanta, USA, in APril
2009, Arcﬁaeo/og[ca/c/ﬁa/ogues invited a Panei of leaciirig scholars to Participate ina
discussion forum entitled ¢|s archaeo]ogg useful? T he discussion sougiwt to address a number of interrelated
questions: how imPortarit is the criterion of ‘usefulness’ in establisi’iing the value of our discipiine. (Check out

the Previews and ci’zaPter abstracts on the website.

WWWw.cas.asn.au



http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=6545420
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=ARD&volumeId=16&issueId=02&seriesId=0
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=ARD&volumeId=16&issueId=02&seriesId=0

Olcl NCWS - Fcbruarg 2010 P.9

CANBERRA
ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SocIieETY

uidelines for [ thical Researchin ]ndigcnous 5tudics

The Australian [nstitute for Aboriginal and T orres Strait |slander Studies (AJA T S19) is current]g
undcrtaking a full review of the (Guidelines for [~ thical KResearch in /nc//"gcnous 5tua’/cs G ER]S) and

associated materials. | he (Guidelines were drafted around ten years ago, and have not been

comPrehcnsivclg reviewed since.

The Projcct is looking at dcvclopments in ethical Practices over the past decade and emerging trends for the
future, with the aim of cle]ivering a coherent Po]icg document to guidc ethical research involving lncligenous

Peoples over the next 5-10 years.

Thc c]osing date for comments was 12 Fcbruarg but the Discussion Faper and revised draft of GEK]S,
can be downloaded from: l‘xttpz//wwwiaiatsis.g;ov.au/rcscarch/ethicsreview.PlﬂP.

Thc ]ntcmct Archivc - a great source of books online.
httpz//www.archive.org/clctai]s/tcxts

The |nternet Archive is a non-ProFit that was founded to build an |nternet ]ibrarg. Jts purposcs include
og:ering permanent access for researchers, historians, scho]ars, Peop!e with clisabi]ities, and the general
Pub]ic to historical collections that exist in éigita] format. T he organization was founded in 1996 and is
located in San [Trancisco. |n late 1 999, the organization started to grow to include more well-rounded
collections. Now the |nternet Archive includes texts, audio, moving images, and software as well as archived
web pages in its collections. (Check out the Biodiversity and Heritage section — you can read the books

online or download them as PC{F documents, and theg are free!

Australian NcwsPaPcrs online.
http://ncwspapcrs.nla.gov.au/ndp/c]cl/homc

At long last this very usable historic research source is available online. No more going to the libraries,
Finding the micro reels, trying to find a reacling machine that works and then straining the eyes trying to read
the Photographed pages — it can now be done at home from your comPuter. The source is on the Nationa]

Librarg website with a link on the home page. The major city newspapers from 1803 to 1954 are included.

And what makes this source extremelg valuable as a research tool is that it is searchable bg ‘(63 word.

WWWw.cas.asn.au
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