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CAS wish to advise that the fouowing meeting will be our AGM
We wish to invite all our members to be present to elect

Committcc Mcmbcrs and Oﬁ:icc Bcarcrs.

chlncsdag Novcmber 2%
7.§Opm
Manning Clark Theatre 6, ANU

THESOCIETY'STINANCIALYEARENDED INSEFTEMBER AND

SUBSCRIFTIONSFOR 2012 ARE. DUE.

FLEASE TAKE THE OFFORTUNITY TORENEW YOUR
SUBSCRIFTION AT THE AGM.

All positions on the C ommittee shall be declared vacant and nominations are invited for
election to the {:o"owing positions:

President, Vice President (2), Sccrctary, T reasurer and Committee (uP to 4).

Members are reminded that persons must be financial members of the Socictg before thcy
may nominate for the Committee. A” nominations must be signcd bg the nominee and be
endorsed bg at least two financial members of the 5ocict3. Nominations must be received at
least three c]ags before the AGM |n the event that no written nominations are received, then

nominations may be sougl‘nt from the floor of the mccting.

Wc have included a committee nomination form and proxy voting form with the newsletter

Drinks and nibbles after so P]cascjoin us
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The AGM will be followed with a presentation bg

Professor (raham Connah

Changes in Archacologg 1948 —~ 2011

Having reached my late 70s, ] think that | can be {:orgivcn some reflections on the disciplinc of arclwacology
over the years that | have been involved with it. ] will review my own research, tcaching and writing duﬁng that
time to illustrate in part how substantia"3 overall archacological Practicc has changccl, as both mcthodologg and
thcory have become incrcasing]g sophisticatccl. There has been an cvcr-wiclcning awareness of what
constitutes archacological evidence and of how it can be intcrprctcd and understood. T his has led to
increasing Pro{:cssfonalization andtoa Prolhccration of sPccializations within the Promccssion. At the same time
the quantity and range of Pub]isl‘accl material in bothjournajs and monographs has cxplodcd and diversified into
a mgriad of subjcct areas in a way that was harc“g dreamed of sixty years ago. In sPitc of this incrcasing|3
Particularistic and often esoteric material, however, some archaco'ogists have identified a growing need to
gcncralizc for a wider audience. Thcy have felt a rcsponsibilitg to draw on the cxpanding data to hc]P cxplain to
Pcoplc worldwide how humanity got itself into the mess that it is now in. Wc have out-of-control world
Population growth, which will reach 7 billion this year, more than double its size in 1 960. Jtis c]cstroging both
environments and other spccics, Pcrpctuating extreme poverty in many countries, clcstabilizing governments,
causing incrcasinglg Frcciucnt inter-ethnic conflict, triggering chaotic migrations, and thrcatcning even the
climates in which we live. ]ch are to have any control of our future we must better understand our Past and itis
archacologists, along with researchers in discip‘incs such as Palacoclimato'ogg, Palacoanthropologg, DNA

studies, linguistics, and c!ocumcntarg l‘ifstorg who have the best chance of achicving this.

Graham Connah is an |~ meritus Professor of the Universitg of New Eng|and and a \/isiting Fellow in the
School of Archacology and Anthropology at the Australian National (niversity. [ e has conducted
archaeological field research in Britain, Nigeria, [ gypt, (lganda and Australia. Amongst his books are three
research monographs on aspects of African archacologg but best-known is African C/v//izaf/ons, Pubhshcc{ }39
Cambridge (niversity [ress (Second [~ dition 2001). [n 2004 he Published an introduction to the
archaeologg of Africa with Routledge, entitled Focgottan[rfca, which has since been translated into
(German (2006), [French (2008), Jtalian (2009) and will shortly be Publishec{ in For’cuguese. [He was also one of
the pioneers of Australian historical archacology, in 198% founding thejoumal now called Australasian
[istorical Archacology, in 1988 publishing {OF the hut [ builded’: | he archacology of Australia’s history
(Cambridge (niversity [ress), and in 2007 publishing 7 he same under a different sky? A country estate in
17/}7etee/7t/"7cc:617i'u(g /\/ewﬁoutﬁ Wales (British Archaeological Reports). [is most recent book is Wnl'/hg
a[;outArc/"raeo/o‘gﬂ (2010) Pub]ished }33 Cambridge Universitﬂ Press.
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Duntroon Dairg

Duntroon Dairg OPcn Dag, April 2011
Do gou have any spca'a/ connections to the [Duntroon Dair_y?

Archacologists (and CAS) have had a strong role in the past in arguing for the clairg to be conserved and
interPretcd to the Pub]ic‘ | am researching contemporary attachments to the c{airg as part of a Prcijcct to uPclate
the Conscrvation Managemcnt Flan for the ACT Govcrnment‘

Jve attached a survey that will take about 10 minutes to fill out, itgou are able to Participatc Or a]tcrnativelg
fill in the online survey bg to”owing the link below. T he information will be used in an assessment of social
signiticance to be included in the CMF. [t will also inform management of this important txeritagc site, which is
currently thougl—lt to be the AT s earliest }:_uropean bui]ding, into the future.

The CMF is being undertaken in association with [~ ric Martin and Associates.

| will Provicle feedback about the survey results in a future issue of O]d News.

Surveg fink:

lwttps://www.surveqmonkeq.com/s/?_H725KQ

Dr Sandy Blair

Heritage Management Consultant
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ATHENS: HERITAGE AND MODERNITY
]:rom Januarg 5thto 15th, 2012

This 11 cjag visit of Athens focuses on the Preser\/ation and conservation issues Facing the city. The program
involves a series of lectures and visits lead }39 Athenian architects, historians, conservators and Planners who
have been graPP!ing with the Prob]em of Preserving monuments and culture in the midst of a bustling modern
city.

Subjects covered will include:

° Historg and evolution of the citg

o Art and culture of the city over time

o (_onservation of the major archaeologica] monuments

® | he modern city and the archaeological areas

[ Modem urban developmcnt and arcl'n'tccturc

This program is specia!izecl and is intended for students or ProFessiona]s engagecl in Historg, Archaeologg,
Architecture Art Historg, Arcl‘ritecture, Urban F]anning, Anthropo]ogg, (onservation and [Tistoric
Preservation. |t is not intended for the genera] Pub!ic. Feop!e with no backgrouncl in these fields, or]cami]iaritg
with Greek culture and historfj, are unsuitable applicants for this program.

You can get further information on this program at htt,p://sang;eministudics.org under the Athens link. ﬂc

deadline Forapplications is November 15, 201 1.
You can Print this from our website at the Fouowing link: Athens ﬂﬂer.

&
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A mummy named ‘M1’ and the antiquitg of prostate cancer.

Some 2250 years ago in [ gypt a man aged in his fiftics found walking painful. [e was struggling with a long,
painful, progressive illness. A dull pain, at first, throbbed constantly in his lower back then, spread to other
parts of his body, making most movements a misery. When he finally succumbed to the mysterious ailment his
family paid for him to be mummitied so that he could be reborn and relish the pleasures of the afterworld. [is
name is unknown to us today but archaeologists have given him the mundane tag of ‘M1”.
Now an international rescarch team has diagnosed what ailed poor M 1. e was suffering from advanced
prostate cancer. M1 is the oldest known case of prostate cancerin [ gypt and the second oldest case of this
www.cas.asn.au 4
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disease in the world. (] he earliest aiagnosis of prostate cancer comes froma Z700~3ear~oId skeleton of a
chthian king in Russia.) ] he diagnosis of M1 now suggests that earlier investigators may have
underestimated the Prevalence of cancerin ancient Populations. M i’s case was diagnosecl using hig}%
resolution comPuterizecl tomographg (CT) scanners caPaHe of Finding tumours measuringjust ito2
millimetres in diameter. SUCI’) Precision in (C] scans have on|3 become available to Paleopatlﬂo]ogg since 2005.
[~ arlier researchers have therefore Probabl3 missed a lot without access to this Precision,

In advanced aggressive cases of the discase, prostate cancer cells can metastasize, or sPreacl, entering the
bloodstream and invade the bones. | his is what had haPPenc& to M1.

AFter con&ucting the high resolution scans the researchers detected many sma”, rouncl, dense tumours in M i's
Pclvis and lumbar spine, as well as in his upper arm and leg bones. T hese are the areas most commonly affected
bg metastatic Pros’cate cancer.

Recorded cases of cancerin ancient Popu]ations are rare. |ndeed, one stucly Published in 1998 in the Journa/
oz[fa/eoloat/@ofogy calculated thatjust 176 cases of skeletal ma]ignancies had been rcPortecl among tens of
thousands of ancient humans examined.

The low number of cases Prompted a thcorg that cancer only bcgan ﬂourishing in the modern industrial age,
when carcinogens became more wiclespreacl in food and in the environment and when PeoP]e began Iiving Ionger,
giving tumours more time to grow and Prolhccrate.

But it now appears that ancient Popu]ations were no strangers to carcinogens. Soot from woocl-buming
chimnegs and Fircplaces, for examPIe, contains substances known to cause cancerin humans. And the bitumen
that ancient boat builders heated to seal and wa’cerpromC ships has been linked to ]ung cancer as well as tumours
in the respirator3 and cligcstive tracts. (_ancerwas Probably more common to the ancients than was Previous|9

realised. So,as M1 shuffled along, his face showing the Pain that coursed throughout his ]egs and lower boc!g,

he would not have realised that his sugerings were one clag, 2250 years later, to be the sukject of scientific

research. M1 has shown that this disease, as common as it is toc{ag, has Plaguecl humanity for thousands of

A high—resolution CT scan of the lumbar region of Mi

shows the small round lesions characteristic of advanced

Prostate cancer (instituto dos Museus eda Conser\/cao,

| isbon)
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The Big Dig Archaeologg [ ducation Centre

The Governor-(General Quentin Brgce visits | he Big
Dig Archaeologg [~ ducation Centre at the official oPening

of the Sgclneg Harbour YHA in SePtember 2009

Members may recall a Presentation to CAS in May last yearon the /n situ conservation and interPretation of
The Big Dig Site' at the new Sgclneg [Harbour YHA and its Archaeologg [~ ducation Centre at | he

Rocks and may be interested to know that the development has since received numerous awards, inc]uc{ing
Pest Public Archaeologg |nitiative (Australasian Society for Historical Archaeologg), Heritage F]anning
Award (Flanning |nstitute of Australia, NSW), Highlg Commended for Heritage Deve]opment (National

Trust, NOSW), Highlg (Commended, Heritage & Adaptive Reuse (Fropertg (Council of Australia), not to
mention Most Cormcortab]e [Hostel in the World (Hoste”ing |nternational Awards)! Development and

l—xeritage conservation need not be incomPatib]e.

As this is our last edition of O/a/Ncws for the year 2010, we would like to thank everyone for
the interesting articles submitted for Pub]ication during the year.

Flease keep them Flowing as the magazine is our main source of communication with you.
O/JNcws is sent to our members montHg and then back issues are available via our website.
We are always looking for articles and websites of interest, Photos and also book reviews.

We would also we would like to thank our sPeakers cluring the 5earlcor their interesting talks

for our montl’xlg meetings.

lmc you would like to give a talk next year Please contact either [Helen Cooke or Feter
Dow[ing
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THECOMMITTELE
WOULD LIKETO
WISHALL

A MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND A
HEALTHY SAFE AND PROSFEROUS




