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2003 Public Lecture Series
7.30pm, Wednesday 15th October
in Manning Clark Theatre 6, ANU

Michael Westaway


Faunal taphonomy and biostratigraphy at Ngandong, Java, Indonesia and its implications for the
 late survival of Homo Erectus
Did Homo erectus provide a significant genetic component to the evolution of humans in the Australasian region? Before we start discussing the evolutionary significance of important fossil human specimens we must establish their correct geological age. Dates from faunal remains at the Indonesian site of Ngandong, Central Java, have been used to bring the date for the Homo erectus extinction event forward to the late Pleistocene, between 53 000 and 27 000 BP. In the general palaeoanthropological literature, these dates seem to have received much publicity. If accurate, these dates suggest that there were perhaps two species of humans in some parts of south east Asia, with Homo erectus coexisting with Homo sapiens. This talk will look at the taphonomic and taxonomic issues of the Ngandong site and show how they may contribute to understanding the site’s formation history and most likely age. This talk cautions against a date of 30 000 for the survival of Homo erectus, and will discuss the most likely age for the late antiquity of Javanese erectines.
Please join us afterwards for light supper and a chat – find out how ‘down to earth’ archaeologists really are.

All welcome, entry is by gold coin donation at the door.
CAS 40th ANNIVERSARY UPDATE

The founders of CAS have contributed some interesting information to the CAS archives. Our Anniversary issue of the newsletter will come out next month, and their stories will be included…but what about yours? 
Everyone is welcome to contribute anecdotes, photos or stories about past CAS activities. Don’t be left out of this moment in history! Send your info to my email address at the end of the newsletter or call an member of the committee about your ‘news’.
CAS 40th ANNIVERSARY EVENT
As announced at last month’s lecture, our 40th anniversary will be celebrated at Sherwood Forest on Sunday 23rd November – the weekend following our last meeting and the AGM. Watch this space for more information!
GINNINDERRA BLACKSMITH’S
Those who braved the wind and cold to head out to the Ginninderra Blacksmith’s site were rewarded with a fascinating return to the site we worked on earlier in the year. A report on the visit will follow next month. 

FROM THE EDITOR

THIS MONTH’S TALK

This month Michael Westaway will debate the appearance and disappearance of Homo erectus in Indonesia and what this means for human evolution in the Australasian region.
MEMBERSHIPS – REMINDER for 2004 !
If you want to know what’s happening archaeologically in Canberra in 2004, please renew your CAS membership using the membership forms provided with this newsletter! 
There are lots of exciting things planned for next year, including fieldwork over summer, and a fieldtrip to the ANU Kiandra summer school in the works! There will also be another whole year’s worth of fascinating new lectures, so don’t miss your chance to travel the world, ancient and new from the comfort of your nearest cosy lecture theatre - Renew now!
WESTON UPDATE
You may remember Mary Clare Swete Kelly’s announcement a couple of months back, that salvage excavations were being carried out at the ANU storage facility in Weston. She has kindly sent us this update:
The salvage of the archaeological stores in Weston is nearing completion. Thank you to those members of CAS who so generously helped out in particular Peter White and Sylvia Schaffarczyk. In the course of the salvage we were able to recover much more than originally anticipated. We now have over 1000 sample bags of archaeological material that can most likely be provenances. Furthermore much of that which could not be fully provenanced has been retained for teaching purposes. Recovered items primarily include pottery and stone artefacts. Despite the complete decomposition of storage boxes and bags many of the items were individually inventoried or otherwise identifiable. 
Collections that were particularly well recovered were the Tongan sites excavated by Poulsen, and the Kuk and Manim sites excavated by Golson in Papua New Guinea. Each section of the Weston Store was documented fully during the salvage which will allow us to examine some of the taphonomic effects of the fire and help in the provenance of other materials. 
Over the next couple of weeks we hope to arrange temporary storage for the recovered material and begin the complex task of sorting and identifying the recovered items. 

By Mary Clare Swete Kelly.
CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS

We would love to include short pieces on archaeologically-oriented work our members are involved with, whether voluntary excavators or ‘dig directors’, so send in stories on what you are up to, and don’t forget photos.

See you at Michael’s talk! 
Sylvia Schaffarczyk
Editor
sylvia.schaffarczyk@anu.edu.au
Field Trip Notice
There is a field trip being planned to the Joadja kerosene/shale mining town in the Southern Highlands of NSW. Joadja is now renowned as a bit of a ghost town but CAS has conducted some archaeological work there in the past, and the site is fascinating! This trip will depend on members’ interest so, contact Sam, Marilyn or Sylvia on the details at the end of the newsletter for more info. If it goes ahead, the trip will take place on Sunday 19th October 2003.
AGM 2004
We are looking for hardy, enthusiastic members to join our committee for 2004…there are lots of positions available, and maybe some new ones to be created so nominate yourself or a friend, or just come along to the November meeting!

Some useful websites.  The CAR website has lots more.

CAR website: http://car.anu.edu.au
Australian Museums Online: http://aumol.usyd.edu.au/
Fieldwork opportunities: 
http://car.anu.edu.au/noticeboard.html
http://www.archaeological.org/webinfo.php?page=10016 (Archaeological Institute of America)

http://www.cincpac.com/afos/testpit.html (features numerous opportunities with a variety of institutions around the world)

http://acl.arts.usyd.edu.au/news/ongoing/fieldwork.html (opportunities advertised through the University of Sydney)

http://ehlt.flinders.edu.au/archaeology/resources/arch_links.php (Flinders University’s webpage has all kinds of info including links to fieldwork)
http://www.indiana.edu/~classics/AIA/internet/internet.html (The Central Indiana chapter of the American Institute has a huge array of links to work all over the world)

Other links:

Archaeology World:  http://arts.anu.edu.au/arcworld/arcworld.htm

School of Archaeology & Anthropology, Faculty of Arts (incl.Palaeoanthropology): http://www.anu.edu.au/AandA/

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies Unit, USQ:  http://www.uq.edu.au/ATSIS/

Australasian Institute for Maritime Archaeology:  http://aima.iinet.net.au/
Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies:  http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/
Directory of Australian Archaeologists (University of Sydney):

http://www.archaeology.usyd.edu.au/~scripts/contacts/list_generator.cgi?aust_arch.txt

Flinders University:  http://wwwehlt.flinders.edu.au/archaeology/

Archaeological Institute of America:  http://www.archaeological.org/

Australian Archaeological Association:  http://www.australianarchaeologicalassociation.com.au

Australian Association of Consulting Archaeologists Inc.: http://www.archaeology.usyd.edu.au/aacai/

Australian Rock Art Research Association:  http://sunspot.sli.unimelb.edu.au/aura/

2003 – MEETING AND PRESENTATION PROGRAM

	DATE
	SPEAKER
	TOPIC

	Wednesday 15 October
	Michael Westaway (National Museum of Australia).
	How long did Homo erectus survive in Java?



	Wednesday 19 November
	Geoff Clark (School of Archaeology & Anthropology, ANU).
	ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The archaeology of colonization in Palau, West Micronesia


2003 CAS COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS

	
	
	
	

	Co-President:
	Samantha McKay
	Treasurer:
	Peter White

	
	(02) 6242 3617
	
	(02) 62589354

	
	Samantha@webone.com.au
	
	pkwhite@netspeed.com.au

	
	
	
	8 Hedland Ct Flynn

	Co-President:
	Graham Connah
	
	

	
	Graham.connah@effect.net.au
	
	

	
	2 Warner Pl Holder ACT 2611
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Secretary:
	Marilyn Folger
	Members:
	Dorothy Anderson

	
	(02) 6281 2018
	
	(02) 6286 3617

	
	folger@netspeed.com.au
	
	dorothya@webone.com.au

	
	3 Collier St Curtin ACT 2605
	
	8 Hannan Pl Mawson ACT 2607

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Sylvia Schaffarczyk

	
	
	
	(02) 6125 5163 

	
	
	
	0402 470 611

	
	
	
	Sylvia.schaffarczyk@anu.edu.au

	
	
	
	C/- School of Archaeology and Anthropology, ANU ACT 0200


e-mail: canberraarchaeology@hotmail.com 
CANBERRA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

The Canberra Archaeological Society was formed in 1963 to cater for the needs of all people interested in archaeology. The Society holds monthly meetings at the Australian National University. Topics from guest speakers range from Australian prehistory to historic and classical studies. These meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month (March to November). The meetings are usually held in lecture theatre 6 of the Manning Clark Theatres, LF Crisp Building at 7.30pm. 

Members have the opportunity to attend field days on which we visit sites of significance in or near the ACT, with background and information provided by a team leader who is usually a qualified archaeologist. We also involve members in archaeological fieldwork, both site recording and excavation, on prehistoric and historic sites. No experience is necessary as training on the job is provided; enthusiasm is the only requirement and the aim is always to enjoy the time in the field.

Please return membership form with payment to:

The Treasurer, Canberra Archaeological Society

LPO Box A86

Australian National University

Canberra  ACT  2601

Cheques should be made payable to: CANBERRA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY INC.

Membership Application – Canberra Archaeological Society

Name(s):









 

Address:











Phone:












Email:











(the monthly newsletter will be delivered by email where an address is provided)

Any current archaeological interests/background?





Please circle membership type: Family $40      Single $30       Concession $20
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