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2004 Public Lecture Series

7.30pm, Wednesday 17th November 2004

in Manning Clark Theatre 6, ANU
Sylvia Schaffarczyk


Sir Hubert Murray and the Official Papuan Collection 
The Official Papua Collection (OPC) consists of more the 2500 objects collected in Papua over thirty years of administration under Lieutenant Governor Hubert Murray. Every object has its own story, but together, the objects in this collection describe many lives in colonial Papua from the Papuans who made the objects, to the government officials (including Murray) who collected them. This talk will look at the journey made by the OPC from Papuan village to the National Museum of Australia in Canberra, which now houses the collection. We will see how the story of an object or collection of objects can be described as a biography and how inanimate objects have just as much a ‘life’ as any living organism.   
Sylvia Schaffarczyk is a PhD student in her second year at the ANU School of Archaeology and Anthropology. Her interests lie in Australian, Pacific and South East Asian archaeology and anthropology and in multidisciplinary approaches to research. She is currently Vice President of CAS. 
Please join us afterwards for light supper and a chat – find out how ‘down to earth’ archaeologists really are.

All welcome, entry is by gold coin donation at the door.

Thoughts from the President: A question of ‘it’ or ‘us’? 
By Graham Connah CAS President
I was most pleasantly surprised at the October meeting when 27 of you turned up for the lecture, almost totaling the combined audiences for the previous three months. I would like to thank you all for your support at a time when those of us on the committee were becoming very concerned about the future of the Society. Clearly we were wrong: there is still enough interest to ensure the Society's survival.
Indeed, it is most important that it does survive. Particular lectures might or might not appeal to individuals, because we do try to arrange as wide a variety of archaeological subjects as possible, but in the end it is the opportunity to meet other people with similar interests that surely matters more? Recently I accidentally met an archaeologist whom I have known for over thirty years and who lives less than 5 kilometres from where I live but whom I had not seen for over three years. This says something about the need for the sort of contact that a Society like ours provides, particularly as it serves as a meeting place for both professional archaeologists of all types and members of the public in general. As an interface between the School of Archaeology and Anthropology at the Australian National University (who sponsor its meetings) and interested Canberra residents it also has a most important role to play.

So, as in the last Newsletter, can I appeal to all of you to show up at our next meeting? This will be at 7.30 PM on Wednesday 17 November, when our much-appreciated Newsletter editor will tell us all about her researches into New Guinea ethnography and her recent adventures in the gloomy recesses of the Oxford Pitt Rivers Museum and the Cambridge Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology. Before she thrills us with these exploits we will have our Annual General Meeting, when we will review the year just past, consider the year to come, and elect the 2005 Committee. We are really looking for some new input into the latter and we are particularly in serious need of a new Secretary, perhaps the most important person in a Society such as ours. I would also be very grateful if someone would take over as President and, after organizing 40 lectures in the last four years, it would be wonderful if that task was taken off my hands as well. Some preliminary arrangements for 2005 have already been made in this matter, Matthew Spriggs agreeing to speak to us in February and Peter White of Sydney University and Michael Pearson both offering to contribute at dates yet to be arranged.

2004 has been an odd year for the Society. Early in the year we were getting audiences up to 30 strong but then we fell into a winter depression from which I hope we are now emerging reinvigorated. Some other CAS activities have gone very well. I led a successful fieldtrip to the Kiandra excavation and Lad Nejman ran two subsequent fieldtrips, of which the most recent one, to Lake Mungo, was one of the year's high spots. Thus there is good reason to look forward to our 42nd year with renewed hope, reminding ourselves that the Society is not an 'it', that we can expect to do this or that, but an 'us' that will only get out of it what we are prepared to put into it.

Looking forward to seeing you all on the 17th.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

17h November CAS AGM. Come along and support our society! Nominate for a position on the executive committee, or vote someone in! Most positions on the executive are up for grabs.
This Month’s Talk

This month’s talk is by Sylvia Schaffarczyk, your newsletter editor, who finds it difficult to write about herself in the third person… I am a PhD student at ANU investigating how a collection of ethnographic objects from Papua New Guinea was acquired, and how it came to be in the National Museum of Australia, as well as a few places further afield! 
CAS goes online!

Denise Sutherland, a CAS member who is extraordinarily talented in the areas of e-publishing, puzzles and websites, will be developing a brand new CAS website for us for the new year! This is fantastic news, as members will be able to find out what’s going on with the click of a mouse! If you have links for interesting archaeologically related sites, or even an interesting personal webpage, send them to one of the committee members listed at the end of this newsletter.
Call for contributions

We’ve had a few articles written by CAS members for Old News…have you got something archaeologically interesting to say? An anecdote? A joke!?...contact the editor at the details below….seriously, this is your newsletter, and it can only be as interesting as you make it!
Ad Space

Got anything archaeological to advertise? If you know of, or are running fieldwork this year and you need volunteers, or you want to volunteer for work, then drop us a line, and we’ll advertise it for you in Old News.  Websites and archaeological events are also welcome!

CONFERENCES AND EVENTS 
DECEMBER 2004 
Global perspectives on the archaeology of Islands: http://www.arts.auckland.ac.nz/ant/islands/index.htm
The Australasian Society for Human Biology (ASHB) annual conference: http://arts.anu.edu.au/ashb/2004_conference_website.htm
AAA 2004, UNE: http://www.une.edu.au/aaa/
AQUA 2004 Biennial Conference, 6-10 December, Cradle Mountain, Tasmania. For more information contact Simon Haberle: simon.haberle@anu.edu.au
Pacific History Assoc Conference: http://www.kun.nl/cps/33/nb33a.html
Theoretical Archaeology Group (TAG) Conference, 17-19 Dec, University of Glasgow, Scotland: http://www.gla.ac.uk/archaeology/tag
FEBRUARY 2005

Seeing the past conference: seeingthepast@yahoo.com
16th Annual Symposium Pacific connections through the ages, February 19-21, 2005 (Presidents' Day weekend) Honolulu, Hawai`i: http://www.sha.hawaii.edu/News/16th_annual_symposium_on_maritim.htm 


Rethinking cultural landscapes: Heritage, identity and development - A world symposium, 3-5 February, Canberra, Australia: http://www.placemaking.com.au/2005/2005.html

The Pacific Islands Workshop, 31 Jan-4 Feb 2005, The Australian National University, Canberra: http://rspas.anu.edu.au/asiapacificweek/

World Archaeological Congress: Indigenous archaeologies, Second Indigenous Inter Conference  8-12 February, Rangataua, Tauranga, Aotearoa/New Zealand: http://ehlt.flinders.edu.au/wac/site/confer_nz2005.php
2004 – MEETING AND PRESENTATION PROGRAM

	DATE
	SPEAKER
	TOPIC

	Wednesday 17 November
	Sylvia Schaffarczyk
	Sir Hubert Murray and the Official Papuan Collection


2004 CAS COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS

	President:
	Graham Connah
	Treasurer:
	Peter White

	
	graham.connah@effect.net.au
	
	(02) 62589354

	
	2 Warner Pl Holder ACT 2611
	
	pkwhite@netspeed.com.au

	
	(02) 6288 9105
	
	8 Hedland Ct Flynn

	Vice-President:
	Sylvia Schaffarczyk
	Field Trip 

Coordinator:
	Ladislav Nejman

	
	(02) 6125 5163 (bus. Hours) sylvia.schaffarczyk@anu.edu.au
	
	C/- School of Archaeology and

 Anthropology, ANU ACT 0200

	
	C/- School of Archaeology and

Anthropology, ANU ACT 0200
	
	

	Secretary:
	Vic Taylor
	
	

	
	C/- School of Archaeology and

 Anthropology, ANU ACT 0200
	Members:
	Mavis Fowler

	
	vic.taylor@anu.edu.au
	
	Bob Legge

	CAS e-mail: canberraarchaeology@hotmail.com 
	
	


CANBERRA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

The Canberra Archaeological Society was formed in 1963 to cater for the needs of all people interested in archaeology. The Society holds monthly meetings on the third Wednesday of each month (Feb to Nov). Meetings are held in lecture theatre 6 of the Manning Clark Theatres at 7.30pm. 

Please return membership form with payment to:

The Treasurer, Canberra Archaeological Society

LPO Box A86

Australian National University

Canberra  ACT  2601

Cheques should be made payable to: CANBERRA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY INC.

Membership Application 2004 – Canberra Archaeological Society

Name(s):









 

Address:












Phone:





Email:
(be environmentally friendly! Provide an email so receive the newsletter!)
Please circle membership type: Family $40      Single $30       Concession $20
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