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2004 Public Lecture Series

7.30pm, Wednesday 19 May 2004
in Manning Clark Theatre 6, ANU

Sarah Phear and Mary Clare Swete Kelly


Rescuing the Remains: the salvage of the Archaeology and Natural History Stores in Weston.
On 18thJanuary 2003 when the destructive bushfire swept through Canberra, 500 private homes were destroyed along with many other commercial and public properties. The latter included Weston Store, which belonged to the Australian National University, and housed the collections of the Department of Archaeology and Natural History. A salvage team, comprised of University staff and students, was set up to excavate the remains. This seminar will provide an overview of the salvage operation – techniques, and materials recovered, discuss post-salvage data management, and briefly address the issue of collections management within institutions like Universities.  
Sarah Phear will be presenting the lecture. She is a PhD student in the Department of Archaeology and Natural History (ANH), Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies, ANU. She came to Canberra from New Zealand because of the focus on Pacific Archaeology in ANH. The title of her doctoral thesis is “The Monumental Earthworks of Palau, Micronesia: A landscape perspective”. Sarah’s interests include prehistoric landscape analysis, the articulation  of social, sacred and scientific issues within archaeology, cultural heritage, and more recently, curation and collections management within universities.
Please join us afterwards for light supper and a chat – find out how ‘down to earth’ archaeologists really are.

All welcome, entry is by gold coin donation at the door.

Book review

Archaeology is Rubbish – A Beginner’s Guide

Robinson and Aston

Published by Pan Macmillan 2002.

By Jenny Sutherland, in yr 7 at Stromlo High, and a CAS member

This book is an entertaining and informative beginner’s guide to archaeology in Britain. It was written by Tony Robinson (yes, of Black Adder fame) and Professor Mick Aston, a well-known archaeologist in the University of Bristol.


It is a really good read for the lay person. The language isn’t too technical, and it’s quite funny at times. However, they do cover a lot of the basic science of archaeology, so it’s still informative. The layout and design of the book is very good, with wide margins, and plenty of very clear illustrations and photos. 


The book chapters alternate between factual information about the development of modern archaeology as a science, and a story about you doing your own dig, which is set in the present tense. The story chapters follow the fictional story of you digging a small trench in your backyard, making archaeological discoveries, and working with all the professionals from different areas. The step-by-step instructions would be enough to start your own backyard amateur dig.

Near the end of the book is a funny-but-serious archaeological report written by aliens who visit the Earth 1,000 years from now, after our extinction, and how they interpreted their dig at the site of a supermarket. This really makes you think twice when we try to interpret the artefacts and information from our digs, and how the way we think now affects our perspectives. We could be as wrong about ancient civilisations as these aliens were about our supermarket!

I learnt a lot from this book, including about Augustus Pitt-Rivers, ‘10 Words for a Hole’, contexts, carbon dating, coin-dating, post-holes, dendochronology, geophysical surveying, and the importance of recording all the data at a site. I also learnt about all the different sorts of work modern archaeologists do, like evaluation trenches on building sites, as well as the social and political issues of modern archaeology (the conservation of sites, how to treat human remains, and so on). The book also covers the difficulties and frustrations of the job, such as trouble finding a well paying job, and thieves robbing valuable sites. I was amazed to find out how new archaeology is as a science and an idea. 
The only downside of this book for me was that it was based entirely in the UK. The basic information is still relevant to us in Australia, but I’m sure that our archaeology isn’t all located within the top 50 cm of the soil! It gives a good view on things, makes you think about the nature of archaeology, and how digs are conducted and interpreted.

This book is available from the ACT Public Library. Collins Booksellers and Angus & Robertson have it in their online catalogues, and can ship it out from the UK for you. The paperback version costs about $55 Australian. 

I’d recommend this book to anyone just starting out in archaeology. It gives you a good look at all the different professions within archaeology, and makes very compelling reading. Archaeologists aren’t just people digging in the dirt - this book makes it really easy to understand how archaeology is so much more than just that.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
25th April onwards - Fieldwork/survey at Ashbrook 

For more info email a CAS committee member, or Sam McKay on: sam.mckay@act.gov.au
19 & 20 May Totally Wild 4pm & 6am on Channel 10 will be airing a story on the Archaeology at Mill Point, QLD’s earliest timber mill.
26 May Golson Lecture 2004. “The (Aboriginal) Face of the (Australian) Earth” Assoc. Prof. Lesley Head. For more info email car@anu.edu.au.
NATIONAL ARCHAEOLOGY WEEK

16-23 May 2004.

NAW talks
There are stacks of talks – see www.archaeologyweek.com.au for details.
NAW “walks and talks”

Site tours and investigations around Canberra. See www.archaeologyweek.com.au for details.
NAW hands-on activities

There are nearly as many activities as talks! – see www.archaeologyweek.com.au for details.
From the Editor

**If you can’t access the NAW site, just contact a CAS committee member, and we will be able to send you a copy of the NAW programme. It’s also available at various places around Canberra like the National Museum, and information centre on Northbourne Ave**
Meanwhile, April and May seem to be the months that get people doing things. Thanks to all our contributors for this issue! Hopefully you’ll have inspired other members of CAS to send in a little something for Old News. 



See you at this month’s lecture.
Sylvia Schaffarczyk, Editor.

ASHBROOK UPDATE

News from Sam McKay
Work so far is going well, and as of the weekend before Mother’s Day (which was a rest day to allow some spoiling of mums) all the features in previous reports had been located, as well as a quarry, and two as yet unidentified circular depressions. Work currently underway is the measured drawings of the stone features and circular depressions at the site. If you’re interested in participating in the Ashbrook work, contact Sam McKay: sam.mckay@act.gov.au  or 0401 361099.
CUDDIE SPRINGS UPDATE

By Lad Nejman
The trip to Cuddie Springs was cancelled only a few hours before we were due to depart on Friday because two inches of rain fell the previous day, waterlogging the site and making it inaccessible even to 4WD vehicles.  
Although this was very disappointing we hastily hatched another plan and we went to the South Coast instead. We visited Burrill Lake Cave near Ulladulla and looked for shell middens on the local beaches. Burrill Lake Cave was one of the first sites excavated in New South Wales, sometime back in the 1930’s.  The occupation at this site stretches back to the LGM (about 20,000 BP).  It wasn’t Cuddie but we all agreed it was a very enjoyable weekend.     
Planning for the next field trip – to Lake Mungo - has begun. If you have any questions you can contact Lad, our field trip man, at the details below:

email Lad.Nejman@anu.edu.au 
phone 6125 4776 or 0412 847 340.
This Month’s Talk

This month’s talk is by Sarah Phear, a doctoral student in Archaeology and Natural History, in the Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies. Sarah worked with Mary Clare Swete Kelly on the salvage of the Weston Store, and will be presenting the results of the salvage team’s work next Wednesday.
MEMBERSHIPS  2004

Remember to renew your membership for this year so you know what we’re up to, it’s not difficult, or expensive (our membership fee hasn’t increased in years!!), so what are you waiting for?!. If your name is not on the following list, you will not receive Old News after this issue...we have so much on this year, and the newsletter is the best way to find out about it! What better reason to fill out the membership form at the back of this newsletter and renew your membership!?

Dr J& D McCauley, Jill Loupekine, Marilyn Folger, G Connah, L Gillespie, Mavis Fowler, Katherine Duve, Karen Williams, Peter White, CG & P MacDonald, Babette Scougall, Marilyn Truscott, Legge/Dettman family, Dorothy Anderson, Joan & Anthea Merrell, Ben Milbourne, Cynthja Bolton, Rosie Strange, Ladislav Nejman, Doreen Bowdery, S.Snoekstra, Dr M-J Mountain, M&R Hickman, Matthew Spriggs, Trish Saunders, Jenny Sutherland, Jack Golson, Helmut Loofs-Wissowa, Isobel McBride, J& Mrs Mulvaney.
*******************************************This will be your last newsletter if you do not renew your membership by June 5, 2004

*******************************************
Member’s profile
This month, Bob Legge, CAS committee member, and transitory secretary, (while Vic Taylor is on fieldwork) tells us a little bit about himself:
I was first lead to archaeology by reading Gordon Child as a teenager. Once infected I carried the disease until I did a degree at the ANU in the 1970s. As part of that course I did two periods of digs at Mungo with Isobel McBride, Wilfred Shawcross, and Professor Mulvaney. I was there when they dug (with a frontend loader!) the hole which produced the fibreglass profile of the Mungo stratigraphic profile currently hanging in the School of Archaeology and Anthropology. Some time during that period I joined the Canberra Archaeological Society. I was on the committee for a couple of years back then, and I have been a member ever since. 


In the 1990s I had a relapse, and after retiring from the Public Service I went back to the ANU and completed a Master of Letters in Archaeology. My subject was on the history and archaeology of rural hotels in the 1800s.


I am now planning to do some more study building on my earlier work. Where and how is still to be worked out. But preliminary work will probably be on the remains of hotels at Hall and Joadja.

By Bob Legge, 
Committee Member 
and Acting Secretary.
Call for contributions

We would love to include short pieces on archaeologically-oriented work our members are involved with, whether voluntary excavators or ‘dig directors’, so send in stories on what you are up to, and don’t forget photos! Reminiscences of past CAS events are most welcome and will be added to our web based digital archive (coming soon…still! – any computer-wise volunteers out there????). 

Ad Space
Got anything archaeological to advertise?? If you know of, or are running fieldwork this year and you need volunteers, or even a paid field crew, then drop us a line, and we’ll advertise it for you in Old News.
2004 – MEETING AND PRESENTATION PROGRAM

	DATE
	SPEAKER
	TOPIC

	Wednesday 19 May
	Sarah Phear
	Rescuing the Remains: the salvage of the Archaeology and Natural History Stores, Weston.

	Wednesday 16 June
	Karen Williams
	Constructing a sense of place: linking the past to the present

	Wednesday 21 July
	Lynley Wallis
	Archaeology and cultural heritage in Wanamara Country, northwest Queensland

	Wednesday 18 August
	David Pearson
	The Archaeology of War: reconstructing the history of a gun

	Wednesday 15 September
	Vic Taylor
	An archaeological study of a tin-mining town in far north Queensland

	Wednesday 20 October
	Kimberley Owens
	Farmers, fishers and whalemen: the settlement of Lord Howe Island

	Wednesday 17 November
	Sylvia Schaffarczyk
	Sir Hubert Murray and the Official Papuan Collection


2004 CAS COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS
	President:
	Graham Connah
	Treasurer:
	Peter White

	
	graham.connah@effect.net.au
	
	(02) 62589354

	
	2 Warner Pl Holder ACT 2611
	
	pkwhite@netspeed.com.au

	
	(02) 6288 9105
	
	8 Hedland Ct Flynn

	Vice-President:
	Sylvia Schaffarczyk
	Field Trip Coordinator:
	Ladislav Nejman

	
	(02) 6125 5163 (bus. Hours) sylvia.schaffarczyk@anu.edu.au
	
	C/- School of Archaeology and Anthropology, ANU ACT 0200

	
	C/- School of Archaeology and Anthropology, ANU ACT 0200
	
	

	Secretary:
	Vic Taylor
	
	

	
	C/- School of Archaeology and Anthropology, ANU ACT 0200
	Members:
	Mavis Fowler

	
	vic.taylor@anu.edu.au
	
	Bob Legge

	CAS e-mail: canberraarchaeology@hotmail.com 
	
	TBA


________________________________________________________

CANBERRA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

The Canberra Archaeological Society was formed in 1963 to cater for the needs of all people interested in archaeology. The Society holds monthly meetings on the third Wednesday of each month (Feb to Nov). Meetings are held in lecture theatre 6 of the Manning Clark Theatres at 7.30pm. 

Please return membership form with payment to:

The Treasurer, Canberra Archaeological Society

LPO Box A86

Australian National University

Canberra  ACT  2601

Cheques should be made payable to: CANBERRA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY INC.

Membership Application 2004 – Canberra Archaeological Society

Name(s):
Address:
Phone:




Email:







(the monthly newsletter will be delivered by email where an address is provided)
Please circle membership type: Family $40      Single $30       Concession $20


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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