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2004 Public Lecture Series
7.30pm, Wednesday 17th March
in Manning Clark Theatre 6, ANU

Marc Oxenham


Stories told by bones: the archaeology of the dead.
Traditionally archaeologists have used artefacts in the form of structures, potsherds, implements and so forth in their efforts to reconstruct human behaviour and the human condition in the past. It is only recently that a new discipline has emerged with the specific aims of reconstructing both human biology and human behaviour from skeletal and dental remains recovered from archaeological excavations. In this lecture I will examine the types of questions such bio-archaeologists seek to answer and also review some of the methods used in reconstructing life from the remains of the dead. 
Marc Oxenham did his PhD on health, disease and behaviour in the Neolithic and Bronze Age of northern Vietnam at the Northern Territory University, Darwin. His research focuses on the prehistory of disease and health in Southeast Asia generally. He is the senior editor (with Nancy Tayles) of an upcoming book looking at the skeletal biology of Southeast Asia. He has recently extended his interests to Japan, especially Hokkaido, looking at health and disease in marginal (sub-Arctic) samples. He joined the staff of the School of Archaeology and Anthropology at the ANU in October last year and will teach courses in forensic anthropology and the archaeology of death.
Please join us afterwards for light supper and a chat – find out how ‘down to earth’ archaeologists really are.

All welcome, entry is by gold coin donation at the door.

Feature article:
Oliver MacGregor is a PhD student in the School of Archaeology and Anthropology, ANU. 
The Darwinian Demon of Ice Age America

Archaeologists devote lots of attention to stone tools, and justifiably so. As Don Crabtree, one of archaeology’s most famous experimenters, observed, stone artefacts dominate 98 per cent of human history. Of course, the massive proportion of stone artefacts in the archaeological record is an over representation resulting from the decay of artefacts made from less durable materials. Despite this, the fact remains that stone provided ancient humans with their most durable, reliable and efficient cutting tools. It was through these tools that they interacted with their environment: understandably, then, archaeology has invested considerable effort in trying to understand the strategies which humans employed in making and using their stone technologies. 

Flaked stone artefacts (as opposed to ground stone artefacts) are produced by fracturing a piece of stone to provide sharp edges. Study of these artefacts has always faced a significant problem: namely, that no area of modern technology employs the use of controlled fracture in the way that prehistoric artisans did. Archaeologists working on stone artefacts have consequently had the mammoth task of building on understanding of how stone artefacts were made and used. Experimental studies manufacturing, and using, replicas of prehistoric artefacts; engineering style experiments of fracture patterns; and theoretical modelling of fracture mechanics have all played a part in the ongoing task of achieving this aim.

Perhaps no single artefact has received so much attention from archaeological experimenters and theoreticians as the Folsom point of North America. Folsom points appear in the archaeological record of North America around 11 000 years ago, soon after the continent was first colonised by hunter-gatherers arriving from Siberia. The shape and appearance of a Folsom point is enigmatically different from other bifacially worked points (for example, the Kimberley points produced by Australian Aborigines). Each face of the artefact incorporates a very large flake scar running from the base of the point along most of its length (Figure 1). Archaeological experimenters who have attempted to replicate Folsom points all agree that this large flake scar was produced toward the end of the manufacturing process: in other words, once the point had already been extensively reduced through the removal of flakes from both its margins, the prehistoric artisan then changed the flaking strategy and removed these large, longitudinal flakes from each face of the point. Archaeologists have named these large flakes the “fluting flakes”. 
Figure 1.  A typical Folsom point, showing the scars caused by flaking around the margins of the artefact, and the large longitudinal scar running down the middle of the artefact caused by the removal of the fluting flake.
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Why the prehistoric artisans should choose to remove fluting flakes from Folsom points has always been of considerable interest to archaeologists. The process of “fluting” a Folsom point is quite risky: removing such large flakes from an already thin and fragile artefact can often cause the artefact to snap or shatter. Such catastrophic failures would represent a great waste of time and energy for the artisan, because of the investment made in the early stages of manufacture. After all the work involved in shaping the point through the removal of flakes from the artefact’s margins, why did the Folsom makers employ such a risky strategy?

The mystery was so baffling to early researchers that they inevitably explained the fluting technique as being employed for aesthetic reasons. This conveniently untestable explanation was understandable: to a modern archaeologist working on stone artefacts, the delicately flaked Folsom point is indeed beautiful. Stone tool analysts are not ordinary people, however, and it is debatable whether the prehistoric hunter-gatherers of North America shared their aesthetic values! Don Crabtree, who turned his attention to the problem in the sixties, certainly was not content with this explanation, and set about providing evidence that the Folsom point’s morphology could be explained in terms of the functional benefit which this morphology creates.


…to be continued…

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

19 March 2004 Closing date for the ACT Heritage Awards

26 March 2004 Closing date for the Places in the Heart Children and Youth Heritage Competition

1-11 April 2004 Heritage Festival

10-11 April 2004 (Easter) Wiradjuri, friends and supporters in Lake Cowal 
25th April - Anzac weekend Fieldwork at Ashbrook 

Sam MacKay is leading our investigations into the Ashbrook site for which CAS received a grant at the end of last year. Field activity will commence 25th April for a couple of months. To volunteer, email a CAS committee member or Sam on: Samantha@webone.com.au
From the Editor

This year continues to be action packed! While Sam is gearing up for the Ashbrook fieldwork (check ‘dates for your diary’), Lad is busily planning our next big field trip…see below for details! 

Sylvia Schaffarczyk

Editor

sylvia.schaffarczyk@anu.edu.au

Field Trip
Lad is working hard to organise the revival of CAS’ grand field trip. 
Here’s a bit of background: The next fieldtrip is to Cuddie Springs. It will take place in early May (not late March as originally planned) probably 8-9 May to coincide with the site’s Open Day. The excavators will be at the site so it will be possible to see the excavations and ask questions. Depending on numbers we may hire a 12 seater bus, or travel by private car. The plan is to leave on Friday afternoon and drive part of the way up, spend a night somewhere and drive the rest of the way on Saturday. It is approximately 9 hours drive from Canberra. We will visit the site on Sunday and drive back to Canberra that afternoon. If people can afford the time, we might come back on Monday. For people driving themselves, this is certainly an option. For those of you not familiar with the Cuddie Springs site, numerous bones of now extinct megafauna have been excavated at Cuddie Springs and found to be in association with a large number of stone tools. This makes the site very unique because it is the only known site of interaction and overlap in time between megafauna and humans. Some archaeologists interpret the evidence from Cuddie Springs differently so some of the interpretations are controversial. Come along with CAS and see what you think!!
Contact Lad:

Lad.nejman@anu.edu.au or 0412 847 340
This Month’s Talk

Our second talk for 2004 is by Marc Oxenham and is about death…come and find out more next Wednesday, 17th March!
MEMBERSHIPS  2004

Remember to renew your membership for this year so you know what we’re up to. 

Member’s profile

Continuing with the committee introductions, I’m up next! I’m Sylvia, your Vice President and Newsletter Editor…so I’ll take this chance to remind you to renew your membership, and to write an article, anecdote, send along a website address or just a comment…you can even advertise for field assistants or information you need!

Anyway, I’m a PhD student at the School of Archaeology and Anthropology at ANU like a number of our members, and I’m interested in most things archaeological, particularly South East Asia and the Pacific. The focus of my PhD project is the Official Papuan Collection, an ethnographic collection acquired by Sir Hubert Murray, the Governor of Papua during the period 1908-1940, currently held by the National Museum of Australia. I’ll be giving a talk on my project sometime towards the end of the year…so you’ll have to wait and see what I’m doing with the collection! Other than that, my career is nowhere near as illustrious as our President’s but I can always hope! I did my undergrad degree at ANU, went and worked for a few years, and then decided to come back to uni for another go. I’m in the AD Hope building most days (or the National Museum, or the Archives, or library…) so drop by and see me if you have any queries about CAS, or give me a call on the numbers in our contact section.
Call for contributions
We would love to include short pieces on archaeologically-oriented work our members are involved with, whether voluntary excavators or ‘dig directors’, so send in stories on what you are up to, and don’t forget photos! Reminiscences of past CAS events are most welcome and will be added to our web based digital archive (coming soon…still! – any computer-wise volunteers out there????). 

Ad Space
Got anything archaeological to advertise??
2004 ACT Heritage Awards Nominations are open for the 2004 ACT Heritage Council Awards. Members of the public can nominate any individual or groups who have made an outstanding contribution to heritage in the ACT. Closing date 19 March 2004. For more details contact the Heritage Unit, Jennifer O’Connell on (02) 6207 2417 or email: heritage@act.gov.au.

Heritage Festival 
1 to 11 April 2004. Lots of events on. Details on the Environment ACT Website at www.environment.act.gov.au or ph: 02 6207 9777 during business hours.

Places in the Heart Children and Youth Heritage Competition 
The National Trust is organising this competition to raise awareness of history and heritage. Closing date 26 March 2004. Prizes to a total of $1000. Selection of the final and winning entries will be displayed during the Heritage Festival. Details from the national Trust (02) 6230 0533 or email: info@act.nationaltrust.org.au 
If you know of, or are running fieldwork this year and you need volunteers, or even a paid field crew, then drop us a line, and we’ll advertise it for you in Old News.
Websites, conferences and other archaeological activity.  

 CAR website: http://car.anu.edu.au
Archaeology World:  http://arts.anu.edu.au/arcworld/arcworld.htm

School of Archaeology & Anthropology, Faculty of Arts: http://www.anu.edu.au/AandA/

Fieldwork opportunities: http://car.anu.edu.au/noticeboard.html
http://www.archaeological.org/webinfo.php?page=10016 (Archaeological Institute of America)

http://www.cincpac.com/afos/testpit.html (features numerous opportunities with a variety of institutions around the world)
2004 – MEETING AND PRESENTATION PROGRAM

	DATE
	SPEAKER
	TOPIC

	Wednesday 18 February
	Marilyn Truscott
	When not digging…what do archaeologists do?

	Wednesday 17 March
	Marc Oxenham
	Stories told by bones: the archaeology of the dead

	Wednesday 21 April
	Peter Dowling 
	Ginninderra Blacksmith’s Shop, Canberra: historical, archaeological and conservation perspectives

	Wednesday 19 May
	Linda Young
	Under control: correct taste at the dining table in the long nineteenth century

	Wednesday 16 June
	Karen Williams
	Constructing a sense of place: linking the past to the present

	Wednesday 21 July
	Lynley Wallis
	Archaeology and cultural heritage in Wanamara Country, northwest Queensland

	Wednesday 18 August
	David Pearson
	The Archaeology of War: reconstructing the history of a gun

	Wednesday 15 September
	Vic Taylor
	An archaeological study of a tin-mining town in far north Queensland

	Wednesday 20 October
	Kimberley Owens
	Farmers, fishers and whalemen: the settlement of Lord Howe Island

	Wednesday 17 November
	Sylvia Schaffarczyk
	Sir Hubert Murray and the Official Papuan Collection


2004 CAS COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS

	President:
	Graham Connah
	Treasurer:
	Peter White

	
	graham.connah@effect.net.au
	
	(02) 62589354

	
	2 Warner Pl Holder ACT 2611
	
	pkwhite@netspeed.com.au

	
	(02) 6288 9105
	
	8 Hedland Ct Flynn

	Vice-President:
	Sylvia Schaffarczyk
	
	

	
	(02) 6125 5163 or 0402 470 611 
	Field Trip Coordinator:
	Ladislav Nejman

	
	sylvia.schaffarczyk@anu.edu.au
	
	C/- School of Archaeology and Anthropology, ANU ACT 0200

	
	C/- School of Archaeology and Anthropology, ANU ACT 0200
	
	

	Secretary:
	Vic Taylor
	
	

	
	TBA
	Members:
	Mavis Fowler

	
	
	
	TBA

	
	
	
	Bob Legge

	CAS e-mail: canberraarchaeology@hotmail.com 
	
	TBA


CANBERRA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

The Canberra Archaeological Society was formed in 1963 to cater for the needs of all people interested in archaeology. The Society holds monthly meetings at the Australian National University. Topics from guest speakers range from Australian prehistory to historic and classical studies. These meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month (March to November). The meetings are usually held in lecture theatre 6 of the Manning Clark Theatres, LF Crisp Building at 7.30pm. 

Members have the opportunity to attend field days on which we visit sites of significance in or near the ACT, with background and information provided by a team leader who is usually a qualified archaeologist. We also involve members in archaeological fieldwork, both site recording and excavation, on prehistoric and historic sites. No experience is necessary as training on the job is provided; enthusiasm is the only requirement and the aim is always to enjoy the time in the field.

Please return membership form with payment to:

The Treasurer, Canberra Archaeological Society

LPO Box A86

Australian National University

Canberra  ACT  2601

Cheques should be made payable to: CANBERRA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY INC.

Membership Application 2004 – Canberra Archaeological Society

Name(s):









 

Address:











Phone:












Email:











(the monthly newsletter will be delivered by email where an address is provided)

Any current archaeological interests/background?





Please circle membership type: Family $40      Single $30       Concession $20
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