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David Kaus is a senior curator in the National Museum of Australia's Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Programs with special responsibility for Repatriation. He has worked with the Museum's Indigenous collections for nearly 30 years and has research interests in the histories of those collections and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander material cultures. At present he is researching the history of Aboriginal breastplates and undertaking background research into the photographs of the early twentieth century anthropologist Herbert Basedow for an exhibition in 2008.

David will be conducting a tour of 'Open Collections', an exhibit that is designed to give visitors a 'behind the scenes' experience through viewing collections as they are stored in the Museum's repository. He will explain the background to 'Open Collections', its functions and future plans for the space.
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Managing the repatriation of human remains
Dr. Michael Pickering, National Museum of Australia

Museums in Australia are increasingly engaging with the repatriation ofAboriginal and Torres Strait Islander human remains and secret sacred objects. Over the past six years, and as a result of significant investments by state and federal governments, the rate of repatriation has accelerated. Whereas in the past returns could be managed on a case by case basis, as a result of increased activity it has been necessary to develop and consolidate institutional principles, policies, protocols and procedures to guide and manage the return of remains and objects. This presentation describes the repatriation process as followed bythe NMA’s Repatriation Unit.

Michael Pickering is the Head of the Aboriginal and Torres StraitIslander Program at the National Museum of Australia and has directed the Museum's repatriation program for the past six years. He has previously worked as Head Curator with the Indigenous Cultures Program of Museum Victoria, Native Title Research Officer with Aboriginal Affairs Victoria, Regional Officer with the Northern Territory Aboriginal Areas Protection Authority, as an anthropologist with theNorthern Land Council, and as a consultant archaeologist and anthropologist. His research interests and publications include studies on material culture, cannibalism, hunter-gatherer archaeology and anthropology, heritage management, and repatriation.
All welcome.  Entry is by gold coin donation at the door.  

Progress Report on CAS ACT Heritage Grants:

Crinigan’s Hut Conservation and signage

Marilyn and Louis Folger  have been assisted by some CAS members and other descendants of John and Maria Crinigan in conserving the remains of their hut in Amaroo.

We anticipate that the temporary fence will be removed from the site in a few months and CAS will organise an open day to share with local residents and other interested parties the story of this Irish/Aussie battler. 

Please contact Marilyn on (02) 6281-2018 or folger@netspeed.com.au to find out more about the site and to make offers to help with future needs.

ACT Heritage Store

CAS, working with staff in the Heritage Unit, is to sort through and record the heritage items in the store in Lyneham, make an inventory, gather any historical background, link to reports and files and advise on future storage and conservation.

Llanon is helping with this project and can plan some working bees during semester break. Please contact Helen (details below) if you can attend. We are also keen to hear from anyone who may have lodged archaeological material with the ACT in the past – you may be able to shed light on some boxes or bags. Anyone interested in old stuff is most welcome to join in – no experience necessary.
Girrawah Park sign

CAS is to work with the Indigenous representatives on wording for an interpretive sign on this park and playground in the suburb of Ngunnawal. 

Helpers

Please contact Helen for any further information on these grants and to offer your assistance. These projects are taken on to promote archaeology in ACT and to provide enjoyable learning experiences for our members.

*************************************************************

CAS National Archaeology Week Trivia Night

A great night was had by all, as they say in the movies. Four tables  of brainiacs competed hotly for the sumptuous prizes, with a table of five females taking the honours, but many rewards were shared along the way. Thanks to Emma and Kat for organising and scrutineering. This inaugural event was such fun that we think we may be brave and run it  again in future years.

Please, in the interim, send any bizarre trivia questions you come across to Helen.

*************************************************************


Public Lecture Series – Speaker List 2007:

	Date
	Speaker
	Topic

	July 18
	Phil Boot 
	Cup and Ring marks on the NSW South Coast

	August 15
	Aedeen Cremin
	Image and Reality: Representations of Daily Life at Ankor, as shown on the reliefs of the Bayon and Banteay Chhmar Temples

	September 19
	Graham Connah
	The archaeology of privilege and servitude at Lake Innes.

	October 17
	Rainer Grün
	Direct Dating of Human Fossils

	November 21
	Peter Hiscock
	'Hollywood and Archaeology: representations of archaeologists and the past in feature films'


	CAS 2007 Committee Contact Details

	· President: Helen Cooke - the.cookies@bigpond.com
        mobile : 0408 443 243 

	· Vice Presidents: Katarina Boljkovac - boljkatica@hotmail.com & Emma Bonthorne - cleoemma@hotmail.com 

	· Treasurer: Katarina Boljkovac 

	· Secretary: Rose O'Sullivan - rose_os@hotmail.com 

	· Membership Secretary: Stephanie Hill - cas_membership@yahoo.com.au 

	· Committee Member: Llanon Davis 

	· Newsletter Editors: 

       Emma Bonthorne, Llanon Davis & Rose O’Sullivan

	· Web Master: Denise Sutherland denise@sutherland-studios.com.au


Practice of farming reaches back farther than thought

Ancient people living in Panama were processing and eating domesticated species of plants like maize, manioc, and arrowroot at least as far back as 7,800 years ago – much earlier than previously thought – according to new research by a University of Calgary archaeologist. 

 

One of the most hotly debated issues in the discipline of archaeology is how and why certain human societies switched from hunting and gathering to producing their own food through agriculture. Dr. Ruth Dickau, a post-doctoral researcher in the U of C's department of archaeology, has used a new technique called starch grain analysis to recover microscopic residues of plants directly off the stone tools that people were using in Panama 3,000 to 7,800 years ago. 

"These results add to the growing evidence that the earliest beginnings of farming were not centred in arid highland regions like central Mexico and the Peruvian Andes as once believed, but in the lowland areas and humid forests of the American tropics," Dickau says. 

"What is particularly interesting is that these crops were originally domesticated outside of Panama; maize was domesticated in Mexico, and manioc and arrowroot in South America. Panama, as a relatively narrow land-bridge between the two American continents, was an important route for the human spread of food crops, and clearly a region where agriculture was practiced very early in history." 

 

Dickau is the lead author of a paper appearing next week in the online early edition of the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, an internationally respected academic publication. The paper is titled "Starch Grain Evidence for the Preceramic Dispersals of Maize and Root Crops into Tropical Dry and Humid Forests of Panama." 

Dry, arid areas favour archaeological preservation, whereas tropical regions typically don't – especially when it comes to foodstuffs. But with starch grain analysis, researchers are able to isolate residue from microcrevices in both ground stone and flaked stone tools and identify preserved starch grains under a microscope. 

"The ability of starch grain analysis to identify plant taxa in the unfavourable preservation environments of western and central Panama confirms the importance of this method for establishing the presence of particular plant species, both domesticated and wild, in the subsistence practices of early inhabitants of tropical forests," the authors write. 



 



CAS Notice Board

· I am soon to be a PhD student with the Research School of Earth Sciences, conducting a palaeoenvironment study at Lake Mulurulu, near Lake Mungo in the archaeologically rich Willandra Lakes World Heritage Area,

A fieldwork assistant opportunity is available during August and September this year. Though this is not a paid position, all transport, food and accommodation costs would be provided. The main work will involve  collecting sediment samples for thin sections and OSL dating and collecting fossils and shells for isotope analyses, as well as helping to create a map of the Lake Mulurulu Lunette.

This opportunity could provide invaluable fieldwork experience for anyone interested in Australian archaeology, climatic history or arid environments. For archaeology students especially, the experience in applying scientific techniques to understanding the environment behind an archaeologically sensitive area could be very valuable.

Approximate dates for field work are: August 8th - August 31st and  September 10th - October 5th. These dates are flexible and I am interested in people available to work
both or either months.

A background in geology is desirable but not required. A drivers licence is essential.

If you are interested in this position, please contact me, Tegan Kelly, before July 27th on:
Mobile: 0431 256 966. Work: 02 6125 0120 (ex. 50120) Email: tegan.kelly@anu.edu.au

Note: Any interest received after July 4th will not be answered until July 21st, as I will be conducting some preliminary field work during this period.
*******************************************************************

· ‘This is advance notice to confirm that the third ‘Southern Deserts’ conference will be held in Namibia (or possibly Botswana) in September 2008. The organisers are Prof Dave Thomas (University of Oxford) and Prof Mike Meadows (University of Cape Town). Conference themes will include the Quaternary history and archaeology of the major Southern Hemisphere deserts and there is the possibility of side trips into the Namib Desert and across the Kalahari.

Program, dates and venue will be confirmed after INQUA. Please watch the IGCP500 website for details as they become available (http://igcp500.ouce.ox.ac.uk/)
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Desert researchers might be interested in the following paper:  Characterizing Late Pleistocene and Holocene stone artefact assemblages from Puritjarra rock shelter: a long sequence from the Australian Desert. Records of the Australian Museum 58(3): 371–410, 2006. Available at 

http://www.australianmuseum.net.au/pdf/publications/1470_complete.pdf
An older classic – RA Gould’s 1977 Puntutjarpa report – is also available for free download at:

http://digitallibrary.amnh.org/dspace/handle/2246/300
Mike Smith, National Museum of Australia

Source: University of Calgary
http://www.physorg.com/news91170043.html 

*******************************************************************************
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Registration is now open for the 2007 Australia ICOMOS National Conference, Cairns, Far North Queensland July 19-21 : eXtreme heritage: managing heritage in the face of climatic extremes, natural disasters and military conflicts in tropical, desert, polar and off-world landscapes.

Early registration is advised especially if you want to take advantage of one of our fantastic post conference tours. These have been arranged at cost and include opportunities for an exclusive reef cruise which visits Cook town and Lizard Island and includes tours of the historic sites of both places;  a fantastic trip to Chillagoe with visits to Aboriginal art sites and the historic industrial sites; guided tours of Cooktown and the Atherton Tableland,  a post cyclone Larry tour of the Johnstone shire, and a walking tour of the historic sites of Cairns city.  Numbers for all tours are limited so get in quick to secure your choice.  All tours have been priced at cost only and include local specialists as guides.

See our website www.aicomos.com for more details. 

*******************************************************************************
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As the AAA media liaison officer I would like to let you all know that with the completion and launch of the new web site the media release page is now operational.

Please forward any appropriate media releases for posting on the site

to: mediaofficer@australianarchaeology.com 
Regards,  Kelly Fleming
To view previous releases go to:  

http://www.australianarchaeologicalassociation.com.au/media
*******************************************************************************
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 The poster gallery on the AAA website is now up and running again:

http://www.australianarchaeologicalassociation.com.au/poster_gallery
This is a call for any posters displayed at previous conferences to be added to the gallery. I am particularly after posters from the 2005 (Fremantle) and 2006 (Beechworth) conferences.

If you would like your poster added to the gallery, could you please send an image (jpg or png format preferably) and/or pdf of your poster, plus a brief abstract and I will add it to the gallery.

Thanks, Samantha Bolton, Webmaster, Australian Archaeological Association

www.australianarchaeologicalassociation.com.au
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Note from Dr Aedeen Cremin - Please note that I am now back on home email (by wireless, which is wonderfully liberating) but have had to open a new account, with a new address which is Yass.Books@bigpond.com      This will also tell you that I about to open  the long-awaited bookshop--grand opening on 14 July 3pm, not to be missed by anybody who can get there.  Flash invitation will be sent closer to the time. 
_____________________________________________________

ANU E Press has reprinted Peter Bellwood's Prehistory of the Indo-Malaysian Archipelago  with a new preface. You can find it and download for free at: http://epress.anu.edu.au/pima_citation.html

Hard copies are also available through ANU E-Press for $29.95.

Since its publication in 1985, Peter Bellwood's Prehistory of the Indo-Malaysian Archipelago has been hailed as the sole authoritative work on the subject by the leading expert in the field. Now that work has been fully revised and includes a complete up-to-date summary of the archaeology of the region (and relevant neighboring areas of China and Oceania), as well as a comprehensive discussion of new and important issues (such as the "Eve-Garden of Eden" hypothesis and its relevance to the Indo-Malaysian region) and recent advances in macrofamily linguistic classification. Moving north to south from northern Peninsular Malaysia to Timor and west to east from Sumatra to the Moluccas, Bellwood describes human prehistory from initial hominid settlement more than one million years ago to the eve of historical Hindu-Buddhist and Islamic cultures of the region. The archaeological record provides the central focus, but chapters also incorporate essential information from the paleoenvironmental sciences, biological anthropology, linguistics, and social anthropology. Bellwood approaches questions about past cultural and biological developments in the region from a multidisciplinary perspective. Historical issues given extended treatment include the significance of the Homo erectus populations of Java, the dispersal of the present Austronesian-speaking peoples of the region within the past 4,000 years, and the spread of metallurgy since 500 B.C. Bellwood also discusses relationships between the prehistoric populations of the archipelago and those of neighboring regions such as Australia, New Guinea, and mainland Asia. 

_____________________________________________________[image: image6.png]
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2007 Public Lecture Series          Haydon Allen Tank


7:30pm Wednesday 20 June





Committee Members


Our valiant committee does need some help. As all bar the old chook  are students, assignments tend to fall due for all of them at the same  time and it becomes difficult to get Old News together or other timely tasks.





And the diggingest Vice Pres in all time, Emma, is off again to exotic locations in the second half of this year.





PLEASE is there anyone out there who could fill in for Emma or even  just volunteer to help out with the task of their choice from time to time?





We could do with some help arranging times etc for grant working bees;  helping with documenting artefacts and compiling reports on our  projects; getting together the information for Old News - the editors  can do all the sprucing up; or anything else that is your forte.





Please contact Helen if you can help us out.











    Radical Archaeology Television Parody





Producers of archaeology television shows often struggle to balance the scientific nature of archaeological information with the need to attract a popular audience.  Archaeologists sometimes are disappointed with the results, but seldom have the chance to express themselves in a very public way.  We have decided to give voice to a couple of irreverent archaeologist TV critics in Radical Archaeology Television Parody, the latest video feature on our nonprofit streaming-media Web site, The Archaeology Channel (� HYPERLINK "http://www.archaeologychannel.org/" \o "http://www.archaeologychannel.org/" \t "_blank" �http://www.archaeologychannel.org/�).


 


This film is a parody of the very popular television series, Digging for the Truth, which is broadcast by the History Channel.  The episode parodied is Mystery of the Anasazi.  In this light-hearted commentary, Bradley Garrett and Adam Fish highlight certain superficial aspects of the television production and question its authenticity and authoritativeness.  In the process of poking fun, they allude to issues of concern surrounding the presentation of archaeological knowledge through the style of modern day popular television.





This and other programs are available on TAC for your use and enjoyment.  We urge you to support this public service by participating in our Membership (� HYPERLINK "http://www.archaeologychannel.org/member.html" \o "http://www.archaeologychannel.org/member.html" \t "_blank" �http://www.archaeologychannel.org/member.html�) and Underwriting (� HYPERLINK "http://www.archaeologychannel.org/sponsor.shtml" \o "http://www.archaeologychannel.org/sponsor.shtml" \t "_blank" �http://www.archaeologychannel.org/sponsor.shtml�) programs 


Please forward this message to others who may be interested and let us know if you wish to be removed from our mailing list.





Richard M. Pettigrew, Ph.D., RPA, President and Executive Director, Archaeological Legacy Institute, � HYPERLINK "http://www.archaeologychannel.org/" \o "http://www.archaeologychannel.org/" \t "_blank" �http://www.archaeologychannel.org/�








Curator guided tour of 'Open Collections'


National Museum of Australia


Sunday June 17, 2-4pm





International Conference on the History of Records and Archives�CALL FOR PAPERS FOR ICHORA4, Perth, Western Australia 3-5 August 2008��Minority reports: Indigenous and Community Voices in Archives��The general theme of this conference explores issues relating to the history of record keeping by and about Indigenous peoples, migrant communities, minority communities, forgotten and disappeared communities. This includes historical and contemporary responses by these groups to recordkeeping by dominant communities. This conference also welcomes discussion on the impact and histories of the destruction of archives relating to the above communities and peoples, and the role of records in human rights contexts, including slavery and reconciliation.��We invite submissions of proposals for papers that report on original research into topics and themes that have not been widely discussed in the archival literature. Papers may treat any time period, any format and any national jurisdiction. Topics might include, but are not limited to the following areas: �* Cultural provenance / virtual repatriation�* Collecting against the grain �* Representation and self representation�* Approaches to keeping cultural memory �* Expanding definitions of archives beyond traditional formats�(for example Rock art)�* Reading traditional records to tell new stories�* Historical and contemporary approaches to outreach and access�* Absences and silences in archives and cultural institutions��We encourage cross-disciplinary and cross-cultural perspectives on issues relating to the scope of the conference. Proposals may be for individual papers or for whole sessions which may consist of 2-3 papers and a panel discussion. Papers by people from Indigenous, migrant, minority and forgotten communities are particularly welcome.��Proposals for papers:  Abstracts should be approximately 300 words and in word or RTF format. All papers will be refereed.�Proposals should be sent to � HYPERLINK "mailto:ichora4@ecu.edu.au" \o "mailto:ichora4@ecu.edu.au" �ichora4@ecu.edu.au� by 14 July 2007. We will advise on acceptance by the end of October 2007��This conference is timed to be directly after the ICA Congress in Kuala Lumpur, and just prior to the Australian Society of Archivists Conference, Perth, Western Australia 7-9 August 2008. A call for papers for the Australian Society of Archivists Conference will be made in a few months. For further information in the meantime please contact Dr Karen Anderson � HYPERLINK "mailto:k.anderson@ecu.edu.au" \o "mailto:k.anderson@ecu.edu.au" �k.anderson@ecu.edu.au�














NEWGROUND (AAA/ASHA/AIMA) ONLINE CONFERENCE REGISTRATIONS ARE NOW OPEN 


�Log on to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.newground.org.au" \o "http://www.newground.org.au" �www.newground.org.au� and follow the instructions��With 120 papers already offered, new sessions being announced, and a range of national and international guest speakers confirming their attendance, the New Ground conference is looking good. ��Early Bird registrations not only get a cheaper rate, but the first 150 persons can sign up for the exclusive conference Sydney Harbour cruise, complete with expert commentary, for only $20.  First in, first served!��New Sessions:  Several new sessions have now been announced, including – �-    Contributions to Aboriginal Pasts in the Sydney Basin�-    Communicating Archaeology (3 linked sessions)�        o     Archaeology and kids�        o    Archaeology in electronic media�        o    Archaeology in printed media�-    Maritime Frontiers�-    Taking a step back – Regional variations at a pan-Australian scale – future steps.�Full Abstracts and details will be available on the website on Monday.��Submitting Papers:  For the next couple of weeks submissions can be made again to all sessions, especially the new sessions.  The submission form is available in the ‘Old News’ link on the conference website – you can also follow through the links on ‘Call for Papers’.  However, we will absolutely have to close submissions in a fortnight.��Just to tempt you, guest speakers include - �o    Prof. Mike Parker Pearson – (Uni of Sheffield) – Director of the Stonehenge Riverside Project, coming direct from his excavations at the Durrington Walls Neolithic settlement.�o    Prof. Stephen Shennan – (UCL Institute of Archaeology) -  Specialist in the pplication of biological evolutionary theory and methods to archaeology, prehistoric demography, ethnicity, prehistoric social and economic institutions.  �o    Dr John Schofield – English Heritage - World War II and Cold War heritage.�o    Dr Michael Faught – (Panamerican Consultants) – Submerged pre-historic sites.  �o    Nicky Milsted – (Council for British Archaeology) – Young Archaeologists Club and YAC Magazine coordinator on UK National public programs..  ��A full listing of notable national and international visitors will be listed on the website shortly. �** STOP PRESS - Dr Diana di Zerega Wall – (City Uni. of New York) – Author of the award winning book on urban archaeology on New York, Excavating Gotham, is also trying to juggle dates to attend. ��We will post further updates on conference events over the next few months.























How many property developers does it take to change a light bulb?





 Three: one to ignore the pleas of the community that it is a valuable piece of cultural heritage and go ahead with plans, one to bulldoze the bulb into oblivion and one to replace it with a tacky fluoro number surrounded in concrete. 








