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2004 Public Lecture Series

7.30pm, Wednesday 16 June 2004

in Manning Clark Theatre 6, ANU

Karen Williams


Constructing a sense of place: linking the past to the present 
The place we live in is a cultural landscape that has developed over time and is the result of cultural changes to original ecological systems. The shape of the landscape and the objects that are found in it mirror this process of socialisation. The history of the use of the land reflects changes in settlement patterns, occupation, community values and aspirations. Of course, there are competing interests in the place we live and these are reflected in present day politics. These interests can be divided into economic, environmental and social; and understanding them and their history (and archaeology) can help us construct a three-dimensional sense of place. Examples will be drawn from the Oaks Estate case study and other locations in the ACT region. 
Karen Williams works with the cultural landscape using a cross-disciplinary approach by blending the visual arts with community cultural development process and adapting the tools of history and archaeology. She received the 1998 ACT heritage Award for her work on Oaks Estate and her publication Oaks Estate: no man’s land.
Please join us afterwards for light supper and a chat – find out how ‘down to earth’ archaeologists really are.

All welcome, entry is by gold coin donation at the door.

Archaeology in the Eastern Lands
By Bob Legge CAS member

The latest press releases from the Media Department of the University of Gondor and has shed new light on the early history of the eastern lands. Long the subject of argument and controversy, the very existence of sites in this barren land has been dismissed as a fiction and the creation of amateur archaeologist J. Tolkien. Despite this is has recently been a region of research for a number of archaeological surveys and a few local excavations.
During these surveys a number of sites have apparently been discovered that bear evidence of the habitation of the region. One of these, it is claimed, is the remains of a road crossing the remnants of an ancient fjord over a now dry riverbed. It is argued that this fjord is an artificial creation, however, this is a subject of conjecture as the crossing was severely damaged probably by a sudden large flood which swept down the river sometimes in its history.

Subsequent survey work along the road has found the remains of a large rambling house half buried in the nearby hills. Despite its very old age the building was found to be in what some argue a magical state of preservation. The actual examination of the site has only just begun but already a number of significant finds have been discovered in the ruins.

The location and remains of the site have revived the stories about mysterious beings living in the region as related in the folktales of the later hunter gatherer populations that lived in the region before the coming of agriculture in the last century. These stories have of course been rejected by the scientists working on the site. Although there are hints of the discovery of intact cellars and different sized and decorated rooms in the building that suggest that the building had been inhabited by different tribes or races.

A subsequent release claims that a large trunk covered with a yet unread script on its top is believed to contain a number of manuscripts that may offer a history of the building itself or of the surrounding region. A yet to be confirmed story claims that the script on the trunk is a name that has been partially deciphered as “Proper…Bil…ins”. The University however has refused to confirm this.
We await further releases from the university and will pass them to CAS as they come to hand.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

25th April onwards - Fieldwork/survey at Ashbrook continues. For more info email a CAS committee member, or Sam McKay on: sam.mckay@act.gov.au
Anytime!!  A talented member of CAS, Denise Sutherland has kindly produced an archaeologically-oriented pair of puzzles…it’s at the back of this newsletter, and can also be accessed from her web site: http://sutherland-studios.com.au/puzzles.html  at the bottom of the page...

Neanderthals and Modern Humans…Part 1 
By Ladislav Nejman, CAS member

One of the most interesting periods of European prehistory is the Middle-Upper Palaeolithic transition, which is the time period between 30 and 50 thousand years ago (in radiocarbon years – this translates to about 35 to 55 thousand years ago in real years). During this time period, Neanderthals and modern humans both lived in Europe. A number of questions and controversies surround this period, including: (i) how did these two groups of hominids interact given their biological, genetic and behavioural differences, (ii) why did the Homo sapiens phenotype (inherited physical features) survive and the Neanderthal phenotype not, (iii) did the Neanderthals interbreed with H. sapiens, etc. Fictional narratives of Neanderthal/H.sapiens interactions have been immortalised in Jean Auel’s famous epics e.g. Clan of the Cave Bear.
In my PhD research I am focusing on the stone artefact assemblages from this time period. I am analysing assemblages from Moravia, which is the eastern part of the Czech Republic…to be continued…
From the Editor
Wow, we’re already halfway through the year! There’s been so much on this year, and there’s plenty to go. Ashbrook fieldwork still continues, and our next field trip will be the October long weekend (2-4th October). We’ll be heading to Mungo and the Willandra lakes region. 


See you at this month’s lecture.

Sylvia Schaffarczyk, Editor.

This Month’s Talk

This month’s talk is by Karen Williams, a local historical researcher who will talk about her work on Oaks Estate in Queanbeyan. Come and learn something about your own backyard!
Member’s profile

This month Ladislav Nejman our field trip coordinator, tells us how he got into archaeology: 
My interest in archaeology started on my first trip to Europe in 1994 when I participated in a rescue excavation of an early medieval urban settlement in the town of Hradec Kralove in Czech Republic. One late afternoon, ten minutes before knock off time, I was breaking up a lump of dirt when in the middle I noticed an unusual object which turned out to be a rare lead plaque depicting St Stanislaus. It was subsequently traced to Krakow (Poland) where it was minted in 1253. It is thought to be a religious pilgrimage memento. Only one more such plaque was ever excavated. The local museum still sells replicas of this plaque. My interest in archaeology deepened in 1997 when I did some anthropology/archaeology electives while studying for an Arts degree at the University of Queensland. I eventually got an archaeology/anthropology major and an Honours thesis followed where I reviewed the dating and stratigraphy of Indonesian Homo erectus sites.  I am currently completing a PhD on changes in lithic assemblages during the Middle-Upper Palaeolithic transition in central Europe. I am interested in the lifeways of the Neanderthals and H.sapiens in the time period 30-50 thousand years ago in Europe.
By Ladislav Nejman, 

Field Trip Coordinator.
Call for contributions
We’ve had a few articles written by CAS members for Old News…have you got something archaeologically interesting to say? An anecdote? A joke!?...contact the editor at the details below.
Ad Space

Got anything archaeological to advertise? If you know of, or are running fieldwork this year and you need volunteers, or even a paid field crew, then drop us a line, and we’ll advertise it for you in Old News.  Websites and archaeological events are also welcome!

2004 – MEETING AND PRESENTATION PROGRAM

	DATE
	SPEAKER
	TOPIC

	Wednesday 16 June
	Karen Williams
	Constructing a sense of place: linking the past to the present

	Wednesday 21 July
	Lynley Wallis
	Archaeology and cultural heritage in Wanamara Country, northwest Queensland

	Wednesday 18 August
	David Pearson
	The Archaeology of War: reconstructing the history of a gun

	Wednesday 15 September
	Vic Taylor
	An archaeological study of a tin-mining town in far north Queensland

	Wednesday 20 October
	Kimberley Owens
	Farmers, fishers and whalemen: the settlement of Lord Howe Island

	Wednesday 17 November
	Sylvia Schaffarczyk
	Sir Hubert Murray and the Official Papuan Collection


2004 CAS COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS

	President:
	Graham Connah
	Treasurer:
	Peter White

	
	graham.connah@effect.net.au
	
	(02) 62589354

	
	2 Warner Pl Holder ACT 2611
	
	pkwhite@netspeed.com.au

	
	(02) 6288 9105
	
	8 Hedland Ct Flynn

	Vice-President:
	Sylvia Schaffarczyk
	Field Trip 
Coordinator:
	Ladislav Nejman

	
	(02) 6125 5163 (bus. Hours) sylvia.schaffarczyk@anu.edu.au
	
	C/- School of Archaeology and
 Anthropology, ANU ACT 0200

	
	C/- School of Archaeology and
Anthropology, ANU ACT 0200
	
	

	Secretary:
	Vic Taylor
	
	

	
	C/- School of Archaeology and
 Anthropology, ANU ACT 0200
	Members:
	Mavis Fowler

	
	vic.taylor@anu.edu.au
	
	Bob Legge

	CAS e-mail: canberraarchaeology@hotmail.com 
	
	


CANBERRA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

The Canberra Archaeological Society was formed in 1963 to cater for the needs of all people interested in archaeology. The Society holds monthly meetings on the third Wednesday of each month (Feb to Nov). Meetings are held in lecture theatre 6 of the Manning Clark Theatres at 7.30pm. 

Please return membership form with payment to:

The Treasurer, Canberra Archaeological Society

LPO Box A86

Australian National University

Canberra  ACT  2601

Cheques should be made payable to: CANBERRA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY INC.
Membership Application 2004 – Canberra Archaeological Society

Name(s):









 

Address:












Phone:




Email:








(be environmentally friendly! Provide an email so receive the newsletter!)
Please circle membership type: Family $40      Single $30       Concession $20


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CAS Newsletter – Vol. 40


