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2004 Public Lecture Series

7.30pm, Wednesday 21 July 2004

in Manning Clark Theatre 6, ANU

Lynley Wallis


Archaeology and cultural heritage in Wanamara country, northwest Queensland 
Since 2001 the author has been privileged to work on archaeological research and cultural heritage projects with Wanamara community members from inland northwest Queensland. The work has included extensive surveys along the Woolgar and Norman Rivers near the Gregory Ranges resulting in the documentation of hundreds of stencilled rock shelter and other site types, excavations of shelter sites producing an occupation sequence covering the last 14 000 years, and excavations of late Holocene hearth sites in the low-lying Mitchell Grass Downs region. This paper presents and overview of the research undertaken to date, including a brief discussion of how the archaeological results assisted the local Aboriginal community in their negotiations with a local mining company. It also examines the relationship that has evolved between the archaeologist and Aboriginal community within the concept of community-based archaeology and looks at the future of research in Queensland under the new Aboriginal heritage protection legislation. 

Lynley Wallis is an archaeologist whose primary research interests lie in exploring Aboriginal-environmental interactions in northern Australia. She is presently employed as a Senior Research Officer with the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies in Canberra.
Please join us afterwards for light supper and a chat – find out how ‘down to earth’ archaeologists really are.

All welcome, entry is by gold coin donation at the door.

Neanderthals and modern humans….continued
By Lad Nejman, CAS member

In my PhD research I am focusing on stone artefact assemblages from the time period 35-55 000 years ago. I am analysing assemblages from Moravia, which is the eastern part of the Czech Republic. Moravia has rich sites with transitional assemblages. Such sites have also been found in France, Spain, Italy, Turkey and Israel. One reason why I chose Moravia is because the assemblages there have not been studied as much as the ones in the other countries. Unfortunately, the preservation conditions were not too favourable during this time period in central Europe, so many sites have only stone artefacts (which are very durable). From the many excavated assemblages we know that there are a number of technological and typological differences between stone tool industries of the Neanderthals, and the stone tool industries of our ancestors. It is interesting that the ‘transitional’ stone artefacts have elements of both types of industries. These industries are between 35-45 000 years old (in uncalibrated radio carbon years), so in a sense they are ‘transitional’ not only technologically and typologically, but also chronologically. Chronologically speaking, either the Neanderthals or our ancestors could have made them. Unfortunately, we do not know who manufactured these industries, because we haven’t been able to find hominid skeletal remains in context with the stone artefacts, and because we do not know exactly when the last Neanderthals disappeared and when the first H.sapiens appeared. I am hoping that my study of the stone artefacts can shed light on some behavioural aspects of these societies, such as economy, use of landscape and tool manufacture.

Another interesting point is that many parts of Europe do not have these so-called transitional industries. For example, numerous sites in Germany and Austria have rich archaeological layers from this time period but the classical Neanderthal industries are followed by an archaeologically sterile layer, and then a fully Upper Palaeolithic industry (Aurignacian), which was made by modern humans. This may suggest that in these areas the Neanderthals disappeared before the modern humans arrived. In some other places such as France, Spain and Portugal, there is no doubt that Neanderthals and modern humans met and coexisted in the same areas for several thousand years, because the sites overlap in time, and some skeletons considered to be Neanderthal/H.sapiens hybrids have been found there.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

25th April onwards – research and report development continues for Ashbrook work. Contact Sam McKay on: sam.mckay@act.gov.au
Anytime!! Denise Sutherland has kindly produced another archaeologically-oriented puzzle see this newsletter for a challenge! More puzzles can be accessed from her web site: http://sutherland-studios.com.au/puzzles.html 

From the Editor

Who said archaeologists just dig stuff up and take it away?!....Please read the letter about the Batanese reading project below. Shawna Yang, a Masters Student has worked on Batanese Island (the Philippines) archaeology for several years, and is getting together materials to help with the education of young people on the islands. She is looking for donations of books to help the kids learn English. If you can donate ESL or young children’s books, Shawna (and the Batanese young people!) will be very grateful. You can contact Shawna directly, or take your donations to the Arch and Anth Admin offices to put your offerings into the box marked “Batanese Reading Project” during business hours.
See you at this month’s lecture.

Sylvia Schaffarczyk, Editor.

This Month’s Talk
This month’s talk is by Lynley Wallis, a local archaeologist who will talk about her work with Aboriginal people in Queensland, so brave the cold for a bit of QLD sunshine on 21 July! Remember, September’s meeting will be in the HA TANK, not the MCC theatre.
Congratulations, Joan!

Joan Goodrum, a long term member of CAS appeared in the Canberra Times and The Chronicle this month because she has won an NRMA Insurance ACT Volunteer of 2004 Award in the environmental category. She was nominated for the award by Environment ACT. Apart from being a member of CAS, Joan also belongs to Friends of Grasslands, Friends of Tidbinbilla, Water Watch, Frogwatch, and the Southern ACT Catchment Group. She’s put in a lot of time, care and hard work into the Canberra region, and the award is very well deserved. Congratulations, Joan!
Brain teaser

Once again, CAS member Denise Sutherland has provided a fantastic crossword for those of you with brains like dictionaries…it’s tough, but not too tough!
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CLUES
Across
1. The de _____ family settled at Lambrigg (5)
5. Deep ditches built around castles (5)
8. Signature (9)
11. Heritage site near the Russell Offices (8,5)
14. Watery mud or melting snow (5)
15. Delicious dish (archaic term) (5)
18. Person addicted to digging things up! (13)
20. Without scent (9)
24. Classical language (5)
25. Lake _____ is a site with evidence of the oldest human occupation  (5)
Down 
1. Broken pieces of pottery (6)
2. Grassland, meadow (3)
3. Fixed, unchanging (3)
4. Old English, or _____ Saxon (5)
5. Extinct New Zealand bird (3)
6. Remains of burnt wood (3)
7. Sprigs of flowers or leaves (6)
9. Pristine (9)
10. Toe or finger bones (9)
12. Yellow-orange earth pigment (5)
13. Concerned with ships (5)
16. Indonesian batik clothing (6)
17. Lime-based wall treatment, used since ancient times (6)
19. Iris root powder, used as fixative in potpourri (5)
20. Metal-bearing mineral (3)
21. Tree of genus Quercus (3)
22. Another tree, of genus Ulmus (3)
23. Ra was the Egyptian ___ God (3)
(For answers see next month’s newsletter)
The Batanes Children’s Reading Project
By Shawna Yang

It has been two years already since I became part of the team doing archaeological work in Batanes Islands, Philippines same of this work is the basic of my Master’s thesis. During these two years I spent a few months with my Masters’ supervisor and Filipino archaeologists at the islands doing surveying and excavations. As I spent more time on the islands, I began to love the land, the people and the unique cultural experience more and more.
The Batanes Islands are in the most Northern Province of the Philippines. The islanders eat yam, sweet potatoes and fish as the staple diet but any more elaborate foods and goods have to be imported from the mainland Philippines.

If you ask me what is of most interest to me, I can tell you a lots about the islands. Life on the Batanes Islands is simple and peaceful. The islanders are happy, honest and friendly people.

But I am going to tell you just one story here, about my friend, Matthew: Matthew, an 18 year old boy, is a friend who I made at Mahatao (a town in Batane Island) in my first year on the island. Like most Ivatane people, he is an honest and friendly guy who is good at swimming and climbing mountains and coconut trees. Normally, he helps his parents with the farm (it takes few hours of walking just to travel to the farm and back) or does casual work when labour is available on the island. One day he showed me an old and dilapidated book with some pictures of ships inside. He told me about his dream, to travel and see the world. When I looked at his naïve face, many complicated thoughts suddenly appeared. I don’t know how to express these feelings of sadness, hopelessness and guilt. And I also don’t have the time here to explain how or why I felt like an outsider and knew that in the outside world Matt’s dreams are overly idealistic and even naïve.

The second year, when I went back to the island Matthew had already left for Manila, in search for a better job and a better life as the islands cannot provide jobs for all the young people.

Although people are filled with dreams of greater opportunities and more fulfilling lives in the outside world, not everyone in the islands can succeed. Hard work, swimming, climbing mountains and coconut trees…these basic skills cannot help them to find a job to survive in the city. They might not need to receive an education to live in the islands, but it’s essential to survive in the outside world.

In a place lacking even the most basic goods and supplies, books are considered to be of minor importance. With globalisation, it is hard for people to live in their own small world. No matter whether they like it or not, they will have contact with the outside world.

You might wonder what all this is about…I have written this letter because I would like to send some children’s books to elementary schools (equivalent to year 1-6 in Australia) in the Batanes Islands. I would like to make a request to you to donate children’s books (or ESL books) that you and your children no longer use. Everyone has to learn English at school in the islands, but their English level might not be as good as the kids’ here. Therefore, I would like to ask that the donated books are easy ones for the kids to read, with simple sentences or lots of pictures inside.
The aim of sending books to the elementary schools is that I wish to encourage kids there to read more and hopefully this will help them to have better all-rounded education skills. I don’t know how many books I will get, but even just a few books will be great.
For this project, ‘having a heart” is more important than a huge contribution. No matter how many books I get and no matter whether you donate a book or not. If you have “heart”, then you have made this project successful already.

If you would like to donate a book, please contact me, or please drop the books off to the places below: 

Place 1: Just outside Marian’s office (in admin office at the School of Archaeology & Anthropology) AD Hope Building.

Place 2: Shawna Yang, LG22. AD Hope Building, Ground Floor.

Ph: 61255163

E-mail: Shawna_yang@hotmail.com
Office hours for both: 9am -5pm.

2004 – MEETING AND PRESENTATION PROGRAM

	DATE
	SPEAKER
	TOPIC

	Wednesday 21 July
	Lynley Wallis
	Archaeology and cultural heritage in Wanamara Country, northwest Queensland

	Wednesday 18 August
	David Pearson
	The Archaeology of War: reconstructing the history of a gun

	Wednesday 15 September meeting will be in HA TANK
	Vic Taylor
	An archaeological study of a tin-mining town in far north Queensland

	Wednesday 20 October
	Linda Young
	Under control: correct taste at the dining table in the long nineteenth century

	Wednesday 17 November
	Sylvia Schaffarczyk
	Sir Hubert Murray and the Official Papuan Collection


2004 CAS COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS

	President:
	Graham Connah
	Treasurer:
	Peter White

	
	graham.connah@effect.net.au
	
	(02) 62589354

	
	2 Warner Pl Holder ACT 2611
	
	pkwhite@netspeed.com.au

	
	(02) 6288 9105
	
	8 Hedland Ct Flynn

	Vice-President:
	Sylvia Schaffarczyk
	Field Trip 
Coordinator:
	Ladislav Nejman

	
	(02) 6125 5163 (bus. Hours) sylvia.schaffarczyk@anu.edu.au
	
	C/- School of Archaeology and
 Anthropology, ANU ACT 0200

	
	C/- School of Archaeology and
Anthropology, ANU ACT 0200
	
	

	Secretary:
	Vic Taylor
	
	

	
	C/- School of Archaeology and
 Anthropology, ANU ACT 0200
	Members:
	Mavis Fowler

	
	vic.taylor@anu.edu.au
	
	Bob Legge

	CAS e-mail: canberraarchaeology@hotmail.com 
	
	


CANBERRA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

The Canberra Archaeological Society was formed in 1963 to cater for the needs of all people interested in archaeology. The Society holds monthly meetings on the third Wednesday of each month (Feb to Nov). Meetings are held in lecture theatre 6 of the Manning Clark Theatres at 7.30pm. 

Please return membership form with payment to:

The Treasurer, Canberra Archaeological Society

LPO Box A86

Australian National University

Canberra  ACT  2601

Cheques should be made payable to: CANBERRA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY INC.

Membership Application 2004 – Canberra Archaeological Society

Name(s):









 

Address:












Phone:




Email:








(be environmentally friendly! Provide an email so receive the newsletter!)
Please circle membership type: Family $40      Single $30       Concession $20
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