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2004 Public Lecture Series
7.30pm, Wednesday 18th February
in Manning Clark Theatre 6, ANU

MarilynTruscott

When not digging…what do archaeologists do?
The vast majority of graduate archaeologists work as consultants; some are solo practitioners, many join environmental impact firms. What do they do? Who consults them and what is their contribution to the identification and protection of our past heritage? Marilyn Truscott will present an insight into the world of consultant archaeology from her own perspective and as a former heritage official who worked regularly with consultant archaeologists and heritage conservation consultants. From consulting Indigenous communities to pipeline surveys, from landscape studies to huts in national parks, and yes, rescue digs in city business centres, the range of work for consultant archaeologists is vast. Who decides what work is needed and who shall do it; what happens to a consultant’s report? An overview of the consulting ‘industry’ will be included as well as local and international anecdotes and comments on the relationship between this arm of archaeology and that of academia and government. 
Marilyn Truscott is an archaeologist who did her honours degree at Sydney University, followed by an MA in the Middle East. In Australia she has spent the past 30 years working as a museum curator, and as a state archaeologist and for the Australian Heritage Commission and other government bodies on heritage matters including both Indigenous and non indigenous sites. She has worked as a consultant archaeologist in the past and is doing so now again. Marilyn is the recent past president of Australia ICOMOS, the national branch of the international cultural heritage professional body that advises UNESCO on world heritage.
Please join us afterwards for light supper and a chat – find out how ‘down to earth’ archaeologists really are.

All welcome, entry is by gold coin donation at the door.

Feature article:
Enthusiastic members are encouraged to provide short articles, anecdotes, photos or other material on their archaeological work and experiences. Here’s one:
A brief introduction to the prehistoric sites in Tainan, Taiwan 
Written by Shawna Yang, an MA student in the school of archaeology at ANU.
Taiwan is an island smaller than Tasmania with a population of twenty-three million people. Two thousand archaeological sites have been discovered within this small highly populated area.


In the south west of Taiwan is the city of Tainan. It lies on a flat coastal plain with mountains to the east and the sea to the west. In the late Pleistocene the Tainan region was joined to Mainland China. Many animal fossils have been found in the sediments of the Cailiao River near Tainan, including fragments of early Homo sapiens, known as Zouzhen Man (roughly 20,000~30,000B.P.). The fossil record of this area suggests that early humans may have arrived from South-eastern China by using a land bridge.

Tainan is the oldest city in Taiwan. It was developed as an important stronghold and city by the Dutch and the Han Chinese people during the 17th century. Before the Dutch and Chinese, Tainan was occupied by Taiwanese indigenous people (Austronesians). 

 Archaeological evidence shows that Tainan has been densely populated since the Neolithic period. Two important excavations; at Wushantou (about 3,000~2,000B.P.) and the New Tainan Science-based Industrial Park (roughly 5,000~300B.P.), have been excavated in the last ten years.
Both sites contain burials, artefacts and animal and plant remains in good condition. Many of the discoveries from these areas are the only examples found so far in Taiwan. For instance: at the Wushantou site, skeletal evidence indicated that Wushantou people may have eaten the brains of deceased people. The burials of female skeletons contained more grave goods than male burials. Many female skulls also had teeth missing. Dog domestication must have been quite important in the Tainan Area during the prehistoric period, as both sites have dog burials. The New Tainan Science-based Industrial Park (NTSIP) has the largest number of burials found in Taiwan. Around 500 burials, including jar and coffin burials have been found at several sites. 

More archaeological sites are being discovered in Taiwan as modern cities develop. Both Wushantou and the NTSIP site were discovered when redevelopment of the are went ahead. More careful examination of the artefacts from these sites will give us a better understanding of prehistoric Taiwan. 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday 8 February 
ANU Kiandra field school. 
Meet at the old courthouse, Kiandra, 12 noon. If you don’t have your own transport, phone 0402 470 611 and we’ll see what we can do!
Wednesday 18 February 
CAS market day stall at ANU O-week. Email CAS, or call a committee member to volunteer!

25th April - Anzac weekend Fieldwork at Ashbrook 
Sam MacKay is leading our investigations into the Ashbrook site for which CAS received a grant at the end of last year. Field activity will commence this weekend for a couple of months. To volunteer, email Sam at: email a CAS committee member.
Member’s profile
By Graham Connah

It has been suggested that members of the Canberra Archaeological Society know relatively little about each other’s archaeological interests and activities. In an attempt to remedy this situation, we will include a series of profiles written by those of us willing to tell all — or at least some of it! Appropriately, the first ‘volunteer’ has to be the current President of the Society:
Graham Edward Connah was born and grew up in the north of England, served in the Royal Navy in the mid 1950s, including time in a sea-going destroyer, and read history and archaeology at the University of Cambridge. Involved in archaeology from an early age, he gained excavation and other fieldwork experience from 1948 onwards, published his first archaeological paper in 1954, directed his own first excavation on a British prehistoric site in 1961, and from 1959 to 1961 held a research post at Cambridge.
He then went to Nigeria, where he worked for three years as a research archaeologist for the Nigerian Federal Government, directing extensive excavations in Benin City, a place famous for its bronze-work. In 1964 he became a Research Fellow at the University of Ibadan, in western Nigeria, where he subsequently held positions as a Senior Research Fellow and Senior Lecturer until 1971. During those years he excavated at a number of prehistoric sites in the Lake Chad area, and carried out extensive archaeological surveys in the same region. His Nigerian work was published in various papers but particularly in his research monographs The archaeology of Benin (Oxford University Press, 1975) and Three thousand years in Africa (Cambridge University Press 1981).

In 1971 he and his family moved to Australia, where he held a series of appointments at the University of New England, in Armidale, New South Wales, as Lecturer, Senior Lecturer, Associate Professor and Professor. He excavated a number of prehistoric shell middens on the north coast of New South Wales during the early 1970s and even a Diprotodon site on the New England Tablelands in 1980. However, from 1975 onwards he became increasingly involved in Australian historical archaeology, excavating at Winterbourne, Bagot’s Mill, Saumarez, Regentville, and most recently (from 1999 to 2001) at the Lake Innes Estate, Port Macquarie. In the late 1970s he also pioneered the use of archaeological air photography in Australia, as well as founding the journal now known as Australasian Historical Archaeology and editing it for a total of seven years. In addition, he continued his African work, which remained his main interest, working again in Nigeria in 1978 and 1981, in Egyptian Nubia in 1984 and 1986, in Uganda in 1989, 1990 and 1994, and visiting archaeological sites in Ethiopia in 1996. Over the years he also travelled extensively in other parts of Africa, as well as in Europe, Asia, the United States, Canada, and New Zealand. He became more and more involved in archaeological writing, producing African civilizations (Cambridge University Press 1987, CUP Second Edition 2001), The archaeology of Australia’s history (Cambridge University Press 1988 [under a different title] and 1993), and Kibiro (British Institute in Eastern Africa 1996). Edited works included Australian field archaeology (Institute of Aboriginal Studies 1983) and Transformations in Africa (Leicester University Press, 1998). When he last counted, he found that he had published some 140 archaeological papers over the years. He has just finished a book called Forgotten Africa for Routledge, in London and has produced a long chapter on the last 10,000 years in Africa for a huge multi-authored book to be called The human past that is in the course of publication by Thames and Hudson, in London.

Although retired since 1995, he believes that the nature of retirement is fast changing and that those of us who survive long enough to give up paid employment can (and should) still continue to contribute to society in whatever way is possible. Thus he will continue to write about archaeology and to travel (mainly to visit sites, museums, libraries and conferences). He is at present a Visiting Fellow in the School of Archaeology and Anthropology at the ANU and, almost by accident, finds himself as President of this Society, for whom in recent years he has also arranged the lecture programme. Beryl, his wife of over 40 years (who taught midwives in Britain, Nigeria and Australia, thus contributing to the world’s population problems), is convinced that he is incapable of doing nothing but this is completely untrue or so he would like to believe.

So there it is, or rather there is a rather inadequate and very dull outline of it, all written in the third person because I once heard a famous Australian give a speech where he used the word ‘I’ almost fifty times (a friend of mine actually counted). To break my own rule, however, I have spent many years in practical archaeology, university teaching, administration, and writing but I still believe in the magic of the material record. For me, archaeology remains a fascinating discipline and one with the capacity to contribute enormously to people’s understanding of themselves and of each other, which is why I think a Society like this one is so important.

From the Editor
Welcome back to CAS for 2004 – I hope that the holiday season was kind to you and that you’re ready for another year! This year the committee has outdone itself, and we have a range of great activities for this year – We even have a dedicated field trip organiser on the committee! So, make sure you keep an eye on the “dates for your diary” section.

Field Trip
Fist up for this year is the Kiandra Field School. ANU holds a field school each year where undergrad students learn to apply their practical skills in archaeology.
The Kiandra excavation program began in 1995, and since then, students have spent two weeks each summer excavating a number of sites in and around the Kiandra goldfields near Cabramurra, NSW.
Kiandra had a population of about 10,000 during the gold rush in 1861. Only a few families continued to live in the town until the first half of this century, and by the early 1970s, when it became part of the NSW National Parks it was mostly a ghost town. The field school runs for two weeks, and CAS is visiting the site on the middle weekend, Sunday 8th of February (http://info.anu.edu.au/mac/Media/Media_Releases/_1998/Kiandra.html. Family members are welcome. You will need to bring a picnic lunch, sunscreen, hat and a jumper as the weather is unreliable! Meet our President, Graham Connah at 12 noon at the Old Court house for a guided walk around the excavation. Members interested in going should contact us at canberraarchaeology@hotmail.com or phone Sylvia on 0402 470 611 for more details. 
Sylvia Schaffarczyk

Editor

sylvia.schaffarczyk@anu.edu.au

This Month’s Talk

Our first talk for 2004 is an introduction to the mystical world of archaeological consulting by Marilyn Truscott – what are consultants? What do they do? And where do those reports go? Come along to MCC T6 to find out!

MEMBERSHIPS  2004
Remember to renew your membership for this year so you know what we’re up to. 
Call for contributions

We would love to include short pieces on archaeologically-oriented work our members are involved with, whether voluntary excavators or ‘dig directors’, so send in stories on what you are up to, and don’t forget photos! Reminiscences of past CAS events are most welcome and will be added to our web based digital archive. 
Ad Space

If you know of, or are running fieldwork this year and you need volunteers, or even a paid field crew, then drop us a line, and we’ll advertise it for you in Old News.
Websites, conferences and other archaeological activity.  
CAR website: http://car.anu.edu.au
Archaeology World:  http://arts.anu.edu.au/arcworld/arcworld.htm

School of Archaeology & Anthropology, Faculty of Arts: http://www.anu.edu.au/AandA/

Fieldwork opportunities: http://car.anu.edu.au/noticeboard.html
http://www.archaeological.org/webinfo.php?page=10016 (Archaeological Institute of America)

http://www.cincpac.com/afos/testpit.html (features numerous opportunities with a variety of institutions around the world)

2004 – MEETING AND PRESENTATION PROGRAM

	DATE
	SPEAKER
	TOPIC

	Wednesday 18 February
	Marilyn Truscott
	When not digging…what do archaeologists do?

	Wednesday 17 March
	Marc Oxenham
	Archaeology in Vietnam

	Wednesday 21 April
	Peter Dowling 
	Ginninderra Blacksmith’s Shop, Canberra: historical, archaeological and conservation perspectives

	Wednesday 19 May
	Linda Young
	Under control: correct taste at the dining table in the long nineteenth century

	Wednesday 16 June
	Karen Williams
	Constructing a sense of place: linking the past to the present

	Wednesday 21 July
	Lynley Wallis
	Archaeology and cultural heritage in Wanamara Country, northwest Queensland

	Wednesday 18 August
	David Pearson
	The Archaeology of War: reconstructing the history of a gun

	Wednesday 15 September
	Vic Taylor
	An archaeological study of a tin-mining town in far north Queensland

	Wednesday 20 October
	Kimberley Owens
	Farmers, fishers and whalemen: the settlement of Lord Howe Island

	Wednesday 17 November
	Sylvia Schaffarczyk
	Sir Hubert Murray and the Official Papuan Collection


2004 CAS COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS

	President:
	Graham Connah
	Treasurer:
	Peter White

	
	graham.connah@effect.net.au
	
	(02) 62589354

	
	2 Warner Pl Holder ACT 2611
	
	pkwhite@netspeed.com.au

	
	(02) 6288 9105
	
	8 Hedland Ct Flynn

	Vice-President:
	Sylvia Schaffarczyk
	
	

	
	(02) 6125 5163 or 0402 470 611 
	Field Trip Coordinator:
	Ladislav Nejman

	
	sylvia.schaffarczyk@anu.edu.au
	
	C/- School of Archaeology and Anthropology, ANU ACT 0200

	
	C/- School of Archaeology and Anthropology, ANU ACT 0200
	
	(Field Trip Coordinator)

	Secretary:
	Vic Taylor
	
	

	
	
	Members:
	Mavis Fowler

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Bob Legge

	CAS e-mail: canberraarchaeology@hotmail.com 
	
	


CANBERRA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

The Canberra Archaeological Society was formed in 1963 to cater for the needs of all people interested in archaeology. The Society holds monthly meetings at the Australian National University. Topics from guest speakers range from Australian prehistory to historic and classical studies. These meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month (March to November). The meetings are usually held in lecture theatre 6 of the Manning Clark Theatres, LF Crisp Building at 7.30pm. 

Members have the opportunity to attend field days on which we visit sites of significance in or near the ACT, with background and information provided by a team leader who is usually a qualified archaeologist. We also involve members in archaeological fieldwork, both site recording and excavation, on prehistoric and historic sites. No experience is necessary as training on the job is provided; enthusiasm is the only requirement and the aim is always to enjoy the time in the field.

Please return membership form with payment to:

The Treasurer, Canberra Archaeological Society

LPO Box A86

Australian National University

Canberra  ACT  2601

Cheques should be made payable to: CANBERRA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY INC.

Membership Application 2004 – Canberra Archaeological Society

Name(s):









 

Address:











Phone:












Email:











(the monthly newsletter will be delivered by email where an address is provided)

Any current archaeological interests/background?





Please circle membership type: Family $40      Single $30       Concession $20
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