CANBERRA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 19 NOVEMBER 2003

BRIEF REPORT ON ACTIVITIES IN 2003

This, our 40th year of operation, has been an active year for the Society, but we are losing some long serving Committee members and will need to find willing replacements.  
Elizabeth White our President moved from Canberra mid year and our two vice presidents carried on the good work Liz had started.  With Liz’s departure we were missing a Newsletter Editor, but were very fortunate in finding Sylvia Schaffaczyk willing to take this job on and then doing it so well.  Sylvia has also chased information and people about information on our 40 years and done most of the organising for to-night and for our planned 40th Anniversary picnic at Palmerville Heritage Park, now in suburban Giralang, on Sunday 23 November 2003. Thank you Sylvia.
We have been fortunate in having Professor Graham Connah arrange our Program of speakers again this year.  We have heard a wide range of talks by a variety of speakers, and we thank them all. We started with John Mulvaney with his recollections on Australian Archaeology half a century ago and continued with Matthew Briggs on East Timor, Adrian Di Lello on his Western Desert research, Penelope Allison’s Women and the Roman Army, Ladislav Nejman on stone tools in the Czech Republic, Elizabeth Minchin on the ANU Classics Museum, Mary Clare Swete Kelly on Lapita lithics in Papua New Guinea, Paul Rheinburger on a consultant’s view of Australian historical archaeology, Michael Westaway on survival of Homo erectus in Java, and we are finishing with our Vice President Graham Connor who stepped in at short notice and will talk to-night on Qasar Ibrim in Southern Egypt.  A feast of ideas, you’ll agree. 
We would like to acknowledge the support of the Department in the hire of this venue and for allowing us to use space in the Department for our Committee meetings. 
Our field work has been limited to assisting the National Trust with work on the Ginninderra Blacksmith’s shop, which will continue into 2004.  We came to an arrangement with the National Trust in applying for an ACT Heritage Grant this year for Ashgrove, a 19th century site in Tidbinbilla, uncovered by the January 18 bushfires.  Insurance difficulties make this a suitable arrangement, and the Trust was successful in obtaining the grant.  We expect to commence the survey early next year, and to undertake more field work or at least visits to sites.  We did not organise any event for the ACT Heritage Festival this year.  The report on previous field work at Joadja was completed and our thanks go to Rob and Christine May and their team for their efforts.

We were required to return the unused portion of the 1990s grant for the ACT sites of significance project.  We had hoped to put these funds towards other approved field work. 

We were actively involved in the first National Archaeology week held in May, a successful event, and intend to continue this for 2004.  
Our quietly efficient Treasurer, Peter White, has reported separately, but I would like to thank him for keeping our finances running so smoothly.

Finally, thank you to the Committee for their contribution this year.  To those departing from the Committee: Dorothy Anderson, who has served as Treasurer and member and to Sam McKay who has been Secretary, Vice President and member, both for some years, thank you and keep supporting CAS and our activities.  I will also be finishing up with the Committee after 3 years as Secretary and one as a member and I wish the new committee good times.  Thank you.
Marilyn Folger
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